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Editorial

We started our journey ten years ago. Sincere effort of the faculty
members, their valuable contributions and the encouraging
feedback from different academic quarters have made possible the
publication of this yearly academic journal uninterruptedly. Last
yearwe successfully fulfilled our dream of making it a Peer-reviewed
Journal. Academicians of different renowned institutions of West
Bengal happily agreed to cooperate with us by reviewing the articles
submitted for publication. Our exploration in different branches of
knowledge is going on as it is evident by the articles published in our
journal. We look forward to suggestions and comments from our
esteemed readers.
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Mamang Dai: A Voice from the Northeast
Soma Mandal (Halder)
Department of English*

[Abstract: Hailing from Arunachal Pradesh, the unique land in Northea
India, Mamang Dai records the myths, legends and the processes
change in her literary works. Her narrative evokes with passiona
poignancy the tradition and the identity of her land ina way that makes h
one of the remarkable writers of the Northeast. This paper studies some
Dai's warks and focuses on her credentials as a creative artist who not o
adores her land but also promises to preserve its identity in a rich a
vibrant language reminiscent of the oral culture of her people. |

"I was born in the mountains, in a village where boys kicked rocks aro
pretending at football', Mamang Dai writes in the prologue to her fi
"The Legends of Pensam' ‘... Back then, the village heaved with life,
expected a great welling up of revelations, a web of magic through w
we would step lightly like glittering spirits crowned with speech
thought

This is how we are introduced to the magical world of Northeast India
becomes vibrant in the literary works of Mamang Dai. Born on Feb
23, 1957 at Pasighat, East Siang District, in Arunachal Pradesh, she
the unmistakable world of her land in her fictions, poems and
literary works. One reads the line 'Full of memories the land rises /to
us at dawn./Still hiding the beloved features/ the mountain shaped
horns/ guards the iron gate/ where we clamoured,’'(River Poems)
becomes a part of the land as she has described in lyrical words.
interview with Dr. Nilanshu Das she has explained how she feels for
land - 'It Is very green, it is quiet and one can be quite absorbed by
abundance if one has the temperament for it.

‘Having passed her school days at Boarding school in Pine Mount
Shillong, Dai did her B.A, in English Literature from Guwahati Un
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she was selected to the IAS/IFS in1979 but she left the service to
£ 3 career in journalism. Appointed to the post of Programme '
Faith World Wide for Nature (WWF), Itanagar Office, she worked in
tity with the Biodiversity Hotspots Conservation Programme in
@ of research, survey and protection of the Flora and Fauna of the
™ Himalayas. She was appointed adviser ( culture and publicity) for
-Polo Mission, a voluntary organisation and was involved with
s programmes in the school for the Hearing Impaired , Itanagar.
\secredited journalist to the Government of Arunachal Pradesh, and
ated to All India Radio and Door Darshan , Itanagar. Daj started
® =5 2 journalist for the Sentinel newspaper, Guwahati. She is the
% Secretary of Arunachal Pradesh Literary Society and member of
it Writers' Forum. Dai has been bestowed with prestigious
award in 2011 for her contributions in the field of literature
sation. She wrote 'Arunachal Pradesh:Hidden Land', documenting
customs of the tribes of her land; three fictions: 'Legends of
. "Stupid Cupid' and 'The Black Hill'. Dai also wrote two stories for
@ The Sky Queen' and 'Once upon a Moontime'. Her collection of

‘ntled 'River Poems' introduces her as one of the |leading poetic
Northeast India.

ad the state's first Annual Verrier Elwin Award, 2003 in the field
gation and print media, on her book ‘Arunachal Pradesh :The
» Land'. This book Is an amalgamation of history, geography and
jof Arunachal Pradesh. Dai has painted her state in beautiful lyrical
sastIndiat ong with photographs that reflect colour of her land . In the
non Februa ® Dal candidly explains the hardship of tribal life and the isolation
<h, she voice e describes as 'living in perpetual half-light'. Yet it is this isolation
ms and othe @ehip that bind them with nature. In her words “Man scratches the

1 Northeas
rocesses o
passionate
it makes he
jiessomec
vho noton
naricha

‘ocks arou
to her fictic
fith life, and
yrough whie

speech a

rises /to mee Rattles with the elements, and In order to survive establishes for
n shaped wit 2y of life that is in harmony with the environment that surrounds
ir Poems) a he chapter 'The Cradle of Evolution' Dai lovingly describes how
3l words. In “has been bountiful to Arunachal Pradesh : 'The tangle of root, vine,
ie feels for fcaying vegetation provides distinct ecological niches where life

% itself in a delicate balance that is vulnerable to extinction by even
allest threat to the habitat'. She has narrated how Sedi, the earth
Mo, the sky, lay close together and from their union every kind of

g grass and living creature came into being. Dai has observed how
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the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh have always lived off the forest wit
any threat to the eco-system, particularly maintaining a harmon
relationship with nature.

Mamang Dai's book 'The Legend of Pensam', published in 2006,
collection of stories in which Dai narrates the lives of Adis, an indig:
tribe of Arunachal Pradesh, In the beginning Dai has explained how
book introduces a realm which has layars of meaning. In Adi lan
pensam means 'in-between’, it may also be interpreted as ' the hi
spaces of the heart where a secret garden grows'. The dream- like, (llu
world of Adis- has its base in the realm of nature that defies the wo
logic and scientific knowledge. The book interweaves five staries- the
story opens with the story of Hoxo , the boy who fell from the sky.
opening lines of the book introduces us to a realm of green, pristine
unexplored nature: 'A green wall of trees and bamboo, and a g
waterfall that sprayed his cheek and washed the giant fern that seem
be waving at him". The colour green has its implication: ‘It was the colo
escape and solitude.' Thus we are introduced to a world of mysteries,
story of Kalen, the hunter, the story of Adela and Kepi, while the fi
story is about the widow Pinyar. The stories are loosely connected ,
what binds them is the realm of myth, unreal, dreamlike existence. To
people of this land, Dai feels, 'the storles are not even perceived as st
any more but as beliefs determining a way of life.'(Dai, 6)

Mamang Dai's book 'Stupid Cupid', published in 2009, fictionalizes
journey and experiences of the women from Northeast to the capital
of Delhi. Migration to other cities enabled the people of Northeast
experience a new culture and to enjoy economic prosperity. Dai's n
'Stupid Cupid' focuses on the life of glitter and glamour which the wo
of Northeast are exposed to, The fiction narrates the story of a girl,
who has left her hometown Itanagar, 'a place of great greenery
mountains allaround and plenty of rain'. She has done hotel manage
in Guwahati and Calcutta and settled in Delhi. From Delhi she feels
Northeast 'like a map of mountains and rivers on another planet'.
believes in liberal ways of life and Delhi is the place where she can enjoy
she wants to live. Inheriting a four-cornered house in South Delhi,
transforms it into a love-nest where lovers can have private time. In §
of being warned by her elders that nobody would help themin Delhl,
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‘anonymity. She says 'After the watchful expectations of a small
atotal stranger among strangers was a relief and a pleasure. It
ised me that | could feel so much affection for a place that |
s=n born in.' Yet one can perceive a change - the hard and
Loty life and the country which these people hail from. Amidst the

5, glittering life of Delhi there is a search for love. When Adna's
@ Amine is killed by a burglar she realizes the hollowness of life in
_ In her own land she realizes the greater truth about life-

there are more gods and goddesses standing all around us than

2006, &
ndigens
'd how §
i langus
the hidd

ke, illuse ; <

e world B know,

es-the el ‘The Black Hill' appeared in 2014. In the prologue Dai says "...it
he sky, = March evening in the nineteenth century when the events that |
ristine a : to relate take place. The reader can decide whether this story be

¥ mot. The reader can decide whether to believe , or not, what |
= that after everything is [aid to rest , all that matters is love; and
sory gives life, and life never ends.' The story weaves some
facts- the mysterious disappearance of a French priest, Father

nd a gres
:seemed
necolour

isteries, 8

s the fou Rrick in the 18505, the social, palitical and economic lives of the
'ected , b §of Northeast, particularly the Abor and the Mishmee tribes. The
ance. To plves around a young girl, Gimur whose name bears name of the

% in which she was born. She belongs to the Abor tribe, but falls in
Kajinsha, a man from the Mishmees. The book is impressive from
sespective of the representation of a woman who is in love with her
# 2o which she belongs. She elopes with her beloved, becomes the
ger of his child, is jilted in love, returns home and loses her child. The
B &5 an unmistakable record of the tenacity of the woman who like all
& women of Dai's novels strives to live and never loses her battle
st fate. She identifies herself with the earth and her lover is identified
#he sky- together they form the unity represented in the image of

 god Doniyo-polo,
of Northeast India echoes the tradition, myth and its vibrant

=d as storig

onalizes
2 capital ¢
{ortheast
. Dal's no
i the wome
fagirl, Ad
eenery wit
nanagems
ihe feels th

anet', Ad e Apart from writing novels Dai also wrote poems which are steeped
can enjoy | B the beauties of her land. In her poem 'The Voice of the Mountain' Dal
th Delhi, sents the mountain as a living entity who says ' | am the place where
time, In spi escapes/ the myth of time, / | am the sleep in the mind of the
n Delhi, Ad ain'. Identifying with the desert , the rain, the child and the woman

mountain remains the repository of tradition and thus bears the
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nature of permanence: 'The past that recreates itself/ And particles of life
that clutch and cling / For thousands of years." Dai's collection of poems

'River Poems'- is about her land, Arunachal Pradesh. The book opens with
‘The Missing Link' in which Dai remembers the origin and the course of the
great river- how it turned from one land to the other. Though it does not:
have recorded history the river linked new terrain and sustained the
people of this land. It was the land where rocks and rivers framed the
geography of the land and history of the people. Though it does not ha
recorded history, the voice of the past is retained in the repertoire of
memory. Water, mist and cloud woman thus always remain awake and
alive. ' Remember, because nothing is ended/but it is changed./ An
memory is a changing shape/ showing with these fading possessions/ i
lands beyond the green ocean/ that all is changed but not ended.' She th
prociaims her conviction that though the changes are inevitable , the lang
will be forever alive in the living memory of its people . All her poems ars
steeped in the imageries of nature- ‘Rain’, 'Sky Songs', 'Secret Garden®
recording the culture, myth and traditional customs of the people of hes
land. In the poem 'Birthplace', far example, Dai writes, 'We are

children of the rain/ of the cloud woman,' and explores with a lovi
sympathy, the clan to which they are all linked together: 'There were
strangers/ in our valley. / Recognition was instant/ as clan by clan
grew,/ and destiny was simple/ like a green shoat/ following direction/ |k
the sun and moon.! Particularly the last two lines of the poem,

descend / from solitude and miracles' recall the serenity and magic t
resonate throughout her works.

Dai has painted her land and its people in all their ethnicity and beau
Kailash C. Baral has observed that ‘Contemporary writings from Northeas
either in English or vernaculars aspire towards a vision beyond narre
ethnic groove and represent a shared history. In these writings,

cultural memory is reprocessed in that the intensity of feeling overfle
the labour of technique and craft’ (Baral, 3). Apart from evoking 'intens#
of feeling' Dai's literary works are pregnant with a sense of passionate lo
and respect for the rich cultural heritage that she Inherits. Northeas
particularly Arunachal Pradesh Is depicted in loving care that makes t
land adorable to the readers.
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Tolstoy - A Rare Talent
Supriya Dhar
Department of English

|Abstract : Tolstoy had a surpassing knowledge of old, rural Russia and
mirrared the essential aspects, of course some of the aspects of
prerevolutionary Russia, historical features of the are of 1861-1904,
strength and weakness of the first Russian revolution. He portrayed
illuminated in his works the limitations of the mass peasant movem
and the causes behind the failure of the first Russian Revolution. He
contradictions in his attitude but he distinctly mirrored in his works
the old system will go, and the new social system will take its p
because of this fact as an artist Tolstoy was honest. |

mirror. We have before us a really great artist In whose mirror all esse
aspects of man and society were reflected. It is true that there
contradictions in his works, views, doctrines and they are indeed gla
On the one hand, we get in his works remarkably powerful, forthright
sincere protest against social falsehood and hypocrisy; and on the ot
the typical Russian intellectual who publicly beats his breast and wails
his short comings and lack of moral self-perfection. We have before us
artist who mercilessly criticised the capitalist exploitation, and unma
the profound contradiction between development and degradati
achievement and poverty. We have in his works, the most sober reali
and preaching of religion. Heis Leo Tolstoy - the great realist of univ
significance.

The concept of realism in art and literature is, according to Ernst Fisc
elasticand vague. Itis undoubtedly an observation of debate. But it
without saying that realism is both an attitude, and a style or a met
When realism is defined as an attitude, it means that realism recognis
objective reality, and style depends upon that, Shakespeare, Saoph
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Wton are sometimes described as ‘realist’, and the term s reserved for
method practiced by Tolstoy and Gorky, Tolstoy is particularly
Emarkable because his novels and stories corresponded to a specific

<zl development. In all his works there is a critical attitude to society as
. but the approach is contemptuous, satirical, reformist, sympathetic
£ager to show that there is an undercurrent flow of change In the
pie fabric of human mind and society. There is no denying the fact that
Erealism of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky is superb.

Sistoy we study the social conditions, movements and conflicts of the
od, the class-relationships as a result of which we see the works of
31-1904, th 9y inareal notanimaginary, context. There is no abstract speculation
yrtrayed an W, miles from reality. Tolstoy in all his novels, particularly in Anna

moveme Bina, consciously or unconsciously, recognized the social element,

Jssiaand b
yects of t©

tion. He g against his own beliefs showed in clear details that the ancient
is works th sations of peasant economy and peasant life, foundations that had
ske its pla held for centuries, are bound to collapse and fail, Tolstoy is great as

Spokesman of the ideas and sentiments that emerged among the
se=d millions of Russian peasants who are being dispossessed of their
#nd raised their protest from the remote corner of the patriarchal

y be callet R countryside; but Tolstoy is absurd as a prophet who preached for
ir all essent #vation of mankind from the stand point of religion. This amply
yat there 5 that the contradictions in Tolstoy's views are the contradictions
deed glaris lifein the last third of the nineteenth century.

forthright W = literary works express the specific historical features of the entire
| on the ot lssian revolution, its strength and its weakness. We find

t and wails Bctions in the works of Tolstoy. But these contradictions are not
& before W his personal views alone; they reflect the extremely complex,
and unmas #ory Influences and psychology of various classes in Russian
| degradat The post-reform Russian society is reflected in the works of

0 simultaneously the pre-revolutionary era is also reflected in
of Tolstoy.

=ina Is a great novel of Tolstoy. Through Levin, one of the most

sober real
ist of unive

o Ernst Fise characters in Anna Karenina and also in world literature,
ate. Butit vividly expressed the turn In Russian’s history. Here | quote
e or a met #=epts from Maxim Gorky on Lenin. Once he came to see him (V..

d a volume of War and Peace on the table before him "Yes,
S Boing to read the scene of the hunt .... " “What a rock, eh?
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What a glant ofaman!" “Who, in Europe, can be ranked with him?", *
one.” (V.I. Lenin). Maxim Gorky said, “ And |, who do not believe in G
cast a stealthy, almost timid glance at him and said to myself : “This man
like God." Tolstoy, according to Gorky is a living genius, whose life is full
complex self-contradictions, and whois in all respectsaman, Hesea
God, but not for himself, but for others, for all humnan beings.

Tolstoy had a surpassing knowledge of old, rural Russia and he mirr
the agonizing pain of poverty, starvation, homelessness and despera
among the millions of peasants. It was Tolstoy who faithfully and hones
depicted the voice of protest among the peasants and lower strata of t
city and rural population. “All comparisons are lame”, says a Germa
proverb. So | do not compare Tolstoy with any literary figure. Tolstoy
Tolstoy. How can we forget that it was Tolstoy who saw the advanci
march of revolution, devoted himself to the service of famine-affe
masses, always eager to render help to the prisoners of the fascist regi
and also propagated the ideal of world:-peace. He did not support
Russian revolution of 1905, but he vehemently protested against 1
brutal torture and large-scale execution of the revolutionaries. As agal
this Inhuman brutality Tolstoy wrote “I cannot be silent”, 1908,
immediately it was banned.
“As to the hero of my novel, whom | love from the bottom of my heart
whom | try to reproduce in all its beauty and who has always been, is
will be beautiful, is truth,” wrote Tolstoy. Tolstoy remained true to
principle. Tolstoy rejected art which is intended to be an “e
amusement for idle people”. He placed his pen in the service of the
of today. He wanted to make his word the vehicle for the ideas of
Here we get a superb touch of realism. Tolstoy combined with a ma
harmony the lofty truth of life, simplicity and precision of artistic langu
Tolstoy depicted a panorama of life, with characters representing
segments of Russian society. While depicting this, he touched the n
universal truth and modernity. Talentisa rare thing. And it goes wit
saying that Tolstoy isa rare talent in world literature.

Anna Karenina’ one of the greatest of world literature ends with
spiritual regeneration of Levin;
“I shall still get angry ...... I shall still express my thoughts in-opport
there will still be a wall between the holy of holies in my soul and
people. |shallstill be able to understand with my reason why | am
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shall continue to pray-but my life - every moment of it is no longer
ess as It was before, but has an incontestable meaning of good,

I have the power to invest it”,

in of God, Tolstoy informs us, ‘is within you." | sometimes think
is like Shakespeare’s King Lear when both understood the

m?”, " No
te in God,

sature And Art, V.1, Lenin Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1970.
scassity of Art, A Marxist Approach Ernst Fischer, Penguin Books,

sticlanguage
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Re-presenting 'Logo Centric' Narrative 'Discourse'’:
Changing Poetics of Artefact(s) in the Context of Po
industrial Society in Terms of 'Utility' and 'Significa

Debolina Byabortta
Department of English

| Abstract : Literatureas ‘criticism of life' stands as a matter of express
mode of narration and, a way of representation. It is obvious that both
ideological aspects and socio-politico-historical happenings have a

take on literature resulting in making it entangled with human cul
Thus literature with its aesthetic/ 'utility' value has a great influenc
human life and vice-versa. And in course of time both of them
subjected to change as they do not.belong to an 'ampty time'. With
economic and industrial expansion along with technology

international communication leading to globalization and consume
literature a broad arena of art and culture, depicts a changed specta
representation that does not necessarily maintain any dialectic. In
Narayan's short story Out of Business and Tagore's play Red Olea

maange more” ( the heart desires more) they nourish the desire ofh
'‘more’ owing to the emerging 'sign value' of the respective subjects. In
way literature asan inseparable part of the society also becomesam
of what Adorno calls 'standardization’.]

(words : representation, ideological, socio-politico-historical hoppent
aesthetic value, empty time, consumerism, standardization )

"Aesthetic inventions are reduced to the level of commodified excha
says Fredric Jameson in Postmodernism, or in The Cultural Logic of
Copitalism. Subsequent changes in the attitude towards art and cul
with the rapid growth of technology and machine after the indu
revolution resulting in giving birth to consumer society accommod
with media, information, electronic and mechanical devices
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= mobile, TV, and televised serials, commercial advertisements
demanding eyeballs of the consumers of the postmodern
=ction with popular culture is perhaps the logic behind such
% the endless process of globalization, industrialization,
sation and consumerism human culture and its value also
Evious changes resulting in making people prone to measure
or utility value of a product but its packaging and top ten
| sccordance with commodity fetishism. This precisely refers to
s and Horkheimer put as “what might be called use value in
of cultural commodities is replaced by exchange value”
sr and Adorno 158). And as all creation of art is bound to be
ed by the ideological discourse of society, likewise literature, as
+ from being a mere “criticism of life" as Matthew Arnold once

scourse':
axt of Po
ignificant

r of expressio
pus that both
ings have a gf
1 human cult

influence
Sl +all is reduced to the level of a cultural product baptising what
oth of them . 1 0 2 2
i ‘Derrida terms in Of Grammatology logocentric discourse
ty time'. With . ? ,
The obvious result of this is the eradication of the essential gap
technology

= the high and the low culture and the celebration of the plurality
sng which the popular symphony of Rupam Islam sums up in

nd Aquastic Rock “... In fact there is nothing called as truth in
| pashole shotti bole shotti kichhu nei).

bed advertisements along with popular music have been proved to
=ant in unveiling the designs of capitalisticoperations with its fine
® cultural signifiers and popular ideological signifieds to have a sharp
¥ to the glamour seeking mind of the viewer cum consumers. And
remain successful In translating the underlying message or
or the idendifiable activities of the characters of a "cultural
et e literature. Be it the commercial advertisement of the popular
sink Pepsi or that of the chocolate Bourneville, they successfully
ize and happen to telecast the underlying message of having
| snd more at the cost of the materialization of labour that contribute
ation of the monopoly of the capitalistic operation. As Gordon
ums up in Theodor Adorno and The Culture Industry:

—an artefacts consist of materializations of labour; they incorporate
and realize its intentions. Thus they have two interrelated but
heally distinct aspects. On the one side a materialization of labour, a
of labour, is use value. As such, an artefact has utility for someone;
can "serve” a need of individual or collective practical reason. The
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exchange value of a commodity depends upon its utility, as well as u
the institutional conditions of the market. On the other side,
materialization of labour is an objectivization or embodiment of mean
or significance... The monopolistic rental value of an artefact dep
upon its significance, as the institutional conditions which preserve
monopoly (e.g. copyright privileges) (Welty 1).
This is precisely In this context that the televised advertisement
chocolate Bournville becomes a significant part of popular culture w
unveils the fundamental structure of the production of branded consu
goods at the cost of the physical labour, expectation of those interpella
factory hands without whom the glitter of such advertisement rem :
colourless. The discursive poetics of Interpellation popular in
operative principle of the market economy of the 217 century finds
suitable reaction in Tagore's Red Oleanders about which Tagore him
asserts!

The habit of greed — greed for things, for power, for facts, with all
ramifications that greed is able to set up between man and man-isar
against the explosive force of human sympathy, of neighbourliness,
fellowship and of love: the force which we may term good: Good is
arranged against the dehumanizing force of mammon, of selfishness,
evil; (Tagore 47).
Just as organised passion for greed is emblematised by the very setting
Yakhshapuri in Red Oleanders where people as workers with a b
admission of their fate as mere labours are motivated by the order of
invisible Raja to “plunder and rip the breast of the earth” (Tagore 136}
excavate as much gold as possible with the identity of mere numbers
61-8, 321 whom again Eliot termsin Preludes as “muddy feet”, likewise
commercial advertisements of Bornville exhibits the Geographical en
of Ghana as the very setting for the production of goods of what Ado
calls in "On Popular Music” a place of cosumerist “significance” ( Ad
17-18) . As Abin Chakraboty sums up in his paper Avatar and After: Emps
Race and the Dynamics of Debate:

Therightofthe multinational companies to penetrate various markets
destroy the indigenous producers, by selling them products of unce
qualities, produced at times in blatant violation of environme
concerns [ Chakraborty 71-72).
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secast of the advertisement shows “Only the best Cocoa from Ghana
Linto making a Bournville”. Again the advertisement depicts the
#ic plight of the interpeliated class i.e. the black skinned labourers
being sald out to the white skinned capitalistic master wearing
# coat and accommodated In branded car and supposed polished
I These figures are clear replicas of the Kenaram Gosain in Tagore's
Wi Red Oleanders ) who like the black skinned workers of the
ssement is always ready to sing the song of praise for the
id consumi snic/monopolistic power of the authority, That is why when the
nterpellate waly civilised master eliminates a grain of cocoa as not suitable for
ent rema Bduction of the chocolate uttering, “He's nothing”, the workers
ular in th e the prejudiced act with an unguestioning admittance. And
ury finds If 2n the grain begins crying for this elimination, he immediately
gore himse arkers to “Tell him sorry” and they seem to do so. Towards the
e surprise of all, one of them throws it away like anything. Such is
ze of the height of penetration of the multinational companies
(5&F of the workers that can go deeper to fulfil its demands which
@r Chatterjee's popular symphony sums up as In the film
Bbon “"go deeper and even deeper/ now you find the land
your feet and then you lose/ you plunge into the well of need” {
® Joao, aaro gobheere jaco/ ei bujhi tal pele ei haaraale/
doobe jaoo ) . Such demand not only concerns the authority
- sometimes includes the consumers depicted through the
Of Rama Rao in R. K. Narayan's Out of Business who as a chain of
s consumerist society wants to lead a posh life in a 'Bangalow'
sted with a “baby car”. Narayan's protagonist is a “Malgudi
ophone company”, a chain of being whose financial status
it upon subsequent socio-political facts and with the sudden
company due to "a series of circumstances in the world of
merce, banking and politics™ he loses his job (Narayan 22). Still

%p his sophisticated higher middleclass identity untainted he
#atsending job applications to several companies without any
But instead of falling back he keeps on trying to establish his
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1s markets3 2 cerebral fellow, expert in playing crossword puzzle through
-s of uncert #he Coptain found in “The lubliee Reading Room” with no
snvironme: possible (Narayan 24). And whatever Rama Rao does here he

fulfil not his basic needs but his wish to have 'more' as
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translated by the caption of the popular commercial advertiseme
Pepsi, 'Yeh Dil maange more® (i.e. “the heart wants more") .
advertisement depicts the brand ambassador Shahrukh Khan
pretends to be Sachin Tendulkar only to have the desired product |
bottle of Pepsi. So does Rama Rao to live in a 'better locality' with
accommodation of a car along with the admission of his children |
“fashionable nursery school” (Narayan 26),

But the attempt of the monopolistic operation of penetrating through
lives of the individual fulfilling its demands or that of the attempt of
consumer to compete with the supposedly superfast speed and gla
of the post-industrial era of technology ends in what Abin Chakra
calls in his paper on “Avatar and After: Empire, Race and the Dynam
Debate” a “red terror”. This is perhaps the 'red terror' which
translated through the blood of Ranjan after his death that probleman
the “logo-centric discourse” of the very monopolistic policy of the R
Red Oleanders. This is again this “red terror” in the form of idealistic
discourse that brings to the fore the consciousness of the Raja under
spell of which he destroys his own abode made out of the sweat, sac
and blood of the factory hands like Phagulal in the same play or drives
unsuccessful protagonist Rama Rao in Narayan's Out of Business to
everything on the rail line where ‘red' and green’ light af the s
surround him. This practice of climbing the ladder of fortune with
steps of technology and more specifically its translation through s
faces of popular culture including televised advertisements or thr
popular music Is nothing but a fair representation of the hu
individuals' anxiety driven maladjustment or rather in Adorno's wo
“masochistic adjustment to authoritarian collectivism” (Adorno 18) |
postmodern culture with the endless play of what lean Baudrillard cal
Simulacra and Simulations “simulacra” (Baudrillard 2) that remains un
to present that beauty of “tuned tambura®” that Nandini stands for (T:
165).

The transiation of human Imagination viewed through the telesco
commoaodified exchange marks a noticeable change both in the 'lan
and 'parole’ of peoples’ attitude towards art and culture. This underl
departure makes the involuntary transformation of the appesl
literature, and more specifically of art in the broader sense, from be)
‘criticism of life’ towards the route of becoming a 'cultural product’.
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becomes the latent cause behind the establishment of the

rtisement

ore”) . scentric’ dynamic discourse that celebrates the plurality of meaning
Khan w plurality of perception giving birth to the new narrative(s) of

iroduct i.e @& at the macrocosmic level. Such dynamic discourse through the

lity' with t sstion of borders in a way qualifies the notion of establishment of

children i ‘Roland Barthes calls the problematization of “an author-centric”

of text or the body of the narrative of a whole culture at large. The
25 of culture comes to the fore through the ramification of
post-structuralists call as “faultlines” that in reality brings
s the changes lying as the operative principle in the era of popular

= perceptible at every single aspect of the popular ideological
This popular ideclogical discourse in reality gives birth to what
drillard calls “sign value” of an object, Thus the utility value of the
= remains objectified as a standardised object in accordance with
nal status that it imparts upon the possessor. Thus by the constant
o cultural signifiers In the post-industrial society the aesthetic
Bess of the artefact gets deferred giving birth to a world full of codes
otions yet to read completely out the ‘langue’ of its written
%eto give a wholeness of meaning.
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erary Theo and Suffering: An Approach to the Problem from

Different World Religions.

ate
Dr. Aditi Bhattacharya
eb 2014,
ok for Coll Department of Philosophy.
lia Ltd, 2011 ‘
- Trans, Anang In this article | would like to consider the problem of evil and
from the point of view of Semitic and Non-Semitic World
the Critique = As representatives of Semitic Religion | have taken Judaism,
1 Wty and Islam and as Non-Semitic Religion | have considered
{on 12 th € #=nd Buddhism. | would conclude with the view of Sri Aurobindo,
has approached the problem more comprehensively and from
=ly new aspect. |
2th Oct 2015
on 12 th Of
(1
on 12 th C mblem of evil and suffering throws a great challenge to all Warld
2specially to the Semitic Religions like Judaism, Christianity
2016 All Semitic Religions consider God as a Good, Benevolent and

#s Creator of the world. How can the Good and Benevolent God be
wible for the sufferings of His created beings? There is no doubt

iE the factual existence of evil and suffering in this world. So the
i is how to explain the fact. One may argue it Is not God but some
F¥orce, equally powerful, can be responsible for evil and suffering. But
ative is taken to be granted then we have to accept that God is

& Omnipotent (All Powerful) Being. And this does not agree with the
: concept of Almighty God. Another alternative explanation is: God
at all responsible for suffering in this worldly life because He has
#=d all that is good and beneficial for life; human beings alone are
Bnsible for the worldly suffering. God has adorned them with a
se gift, I.e. a free will and they with their free will sometimes choose
Sihe wrong things and thus invite suffering. But if God is the creator of
d if men invite suffering by utilizing their free will then is not God
8F responsible for suffering in a roundabout way? Let us see how
ent religions have tried toanswer all these questions,
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In this context another important thing should be kept in mind. For all
World Religions evil and suffering do not belong to the essence of
world, they are contingent facts. All the Religions accept a Being
before and beyond evil and suffering and they also admit the possibill
salvation of human beings from their state of suffering. If evil does
belong originally to the constitution of the world and if it has entered
itas a disturbing element then itis very natural to raise the question h
is compatible with the concept of All-powerful and Good God.
question is generally called the 'Theodicy Question' and all the
Religions try to answer this question from their own point of view.

(i)

Let us first see how Judaism, one of the ancient world Religions, has
with the problem. Judaism is the Religion of the Jews, who ¢laim th
be the descendants of the ancient Hebrews. Judaism believes God
All-powerful, Just and Merciful who has granted Free Will to the h
beings. The human beings, by virtue of their free will, commit various
of sins. Judaism cites the Biblical stary where it is said that the Origi
was committed by Adam, the first human being. Suffering is nothing
punishment for the sin. But this explanation is not much satisfactory
frequently found that innocents also suffer—it is seen especially |
cases of natural suffering, |.e. suffering from natural calamities. Jus
tries to explain natural evils by saying that it is a mystery that r
unveiled to human understanding. There are some definite r
behind the existence of evil and suffering that God alone knows. He
purpose; a positive purpose of allowing the evil to exist that surpa
reason and understanding. Judaism often points out that evils
test of faith. By inflicting suffering on men God wants to test their fa
devotion. Sometimes evil is taken to be reformative in character, G
loving and concerned Father, inflicts pain and suffering on men
they can be reformed. Again, evil is sometimes seen as a sign of
things to come. Thus Judaism has tried to explain evil and suffering
the standpoint of a greater purpose unknown to us. Some thinkers
out that like Zoroastrianism, Judaism also believes that evil is due
Satan, For instance, Charles Francis Potter in his work The S

Religion' opines that the Jews being troubled by the inconsistes
holding the Benevolent Creator as the author of evil and

welcomed the duality of the Zoroastrian theology and thus
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the Good and Benevolent God, of an embarrassing inconsistency.
% point of view is not in tune with Jewish idea of All-powerful God
%= monotheistic character of Judaism itself,

mstence of evil and suffering poses a serious problem to the Christian
¥ God as a kind and loving father to men. Christianity first tries to
s problem by inventing Satan, the Devil, who is responsible for all

:_questmndh evil and suffering. But the question is whether Satan does this
s00d{Gads control of God or independently. Acceptance of either of the
il allthe Ny =5 Will invite problem. If Satan causes evil and suffering under
ofview. mirol of God then God cannot avoid the responsibility of the

= of evil and consequent suffering in this world. On the other
ligions, has de W We accept the second alternative, God no longer remains
20 claim thent . At this juncture Christianity handles the problem in a more
lieves God to W3y It portrays Satan as a devil who in his devilish way provokes
fill to the hu mit evil and men by the misuse of their free will get attracted
mitvarious ki Sin. Thus through both the workings of the Satan and free will of
it the Original £ames to exist and God allows evil as a disciplinary measure. God,
ng is nothing solent Father allows His sons to go through suffering so that they

atisfactory 2 are disciplined in their journey towards perfection. Thus suffering
especially in’ Be complained against, but to be happily endured. Jesus Christ on
s himself is the symbol of human suffering—he had suffered and
phant.

lamities. Jud
ery that rems

definite reas * Evil and God of love’ John Hick has outlined two different but

2 knows. He b saproaches of Christianity regarding evil and suffering—one is
hat surpasses pproach and anather is Augustinian approach. Towards the end
jat evils exist

; eentury, Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons formulated an argument by
est their faith B that evil is a necessary step for moral and spiritual development
1aracter. God Augustine, born in 354, advanced another argument where he

g on men 50 ® that evil is good in disguise. It comes into existence because of
as a sign of B will of men and God allows men to do this because through
ind suffering § willbe completely excluded in future. In later period we have
me thinkers g

have been made by different thinkers to explain evil and

evilis dueta smainly by following either of the above two [ines of approaches.

ork The Ste them have tried toemphasizethatitisthroughsufferingGodtests
* inconsisteng of our faith. Some contemporary Christian thinkers opine
wil and suf =ng Is nothing but goodness in disguise. They point out that evil
and thus relis
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is not a problem for Christian faith because there is inherent goodness
every eviland suffering, the pointisto know how to look at it.

Like almost all theologicians of theistic religions, Muslim theologici
also realized that the existence of evil and suffering in this world
throw a challenge to the logical correctness of the belief in Good
Benevolent God. Hence It is the great concern of the Muslim theologici
to show how the factual existence of evil and suffering is in perfect
with the All-Powerful, All-merciful and Judicious image of God. In
regard in Islam Theology three distinct approaches can be identi
namely, ) anti-theodicy, ii) pro-theodicy and iii) median approach.’

Muslim Theologicians, mainly from Ashari and Jahiri schools have
the anti-theodic approach. They uphaold that the question of evil
suffering should be viewed from the Omni-potence and Self-sufficiency
God. That which is contrary to man's wishes is considered by him as
But this is not proper because to judge God's acts from the point of view
human mind Is nothing but to diminish the unlimited power of God.
not in our power to justify God's act. In Quran it is said as God has
control over this world hence suffering must be a part of His plan
purpose—itissimplyirreligious to question His plan.

Another group of Muslim theologicians, mainly from Mutazili and
Schools, emphasize not on God's Omnipotence but on His Justice
Wisdom. It is out of Justice He has gifted man Free Will and because of
freedom of will man can choose to commit evil and thus em
suffering. Man is thus responsible for moral evil and consequent suffen
but this sort of suffering is nothing but the fulfillment of his obligati
God. As for natural evil God alone is responsible but He has created
with a definite purpose which is unintelligible to us,

The advocates of the Median approach insist upon the primacy
Revelation over reason as Revelation is infallible whereas human rea
inflicted with error and doubt. They point out that suffering of men
have a cathartic function. Itis through their sufferings the sinner can
off their sins and thus can escape from greater punishment. Mo
suffering may be considered as a test of man's faith towards the Alms
God. In Quran It is said that God actually wants to test the faith
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goodness | wsnce of men by inflicting pain and suffering to them. Hence in Islam
2 Is viewed as something which has been introduced by the

heologiciant stence Judicious God and it servesa significant moral purpose.

world woul #rom the above discussion we can see that all the three Semitic
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s have taken more or less similar approach towards the problem of
% suffering. In their eagerness to save Good and Benevolent God
= responsibllity of introducing evil and suffering in the world, they
*rspoken of Satan or Devil as the cause of evil or have pointed out
& by virtue of his freedom of will commits evil and thus invites

1t is also said evil and suffering is nothing but good in disguise
= & specific moral purpose of God as suffering gives man a chance

Is have taks 8Fhis sinand also acts as a test of his faith and sincerity,

1 of evil a
sufficiency (1)

iy him as e 20 turn our attention towards Non-Semitic Religions and as
dint of view stives of this | have taken Hinduism and Buddhism. Both

rof God. It @nd Buddhism have viewed evil and suffering not from
i God has & B But from practical point of view. In Hinduism suffering is
f His plan SSinly to one's past karmas. The Hindus are more interested in
@y to get rid of suffering rather than seeking outthe cause of

: : 3, Nyaya or Vadanta Darsanas have mentioned three
tazill a‘nd =ring (Tritapa Dukah) —adhyatmika, adhibhoutika and
I5 Justice ; The first kind of suffering is caused by the physical and mental
because o 9 the person concerned. Moral suffering caused by the
‘hus embr 3 0F the performer is also Included in adhyatmika Dukah. The
uent sufte S suffering is natural suffering caused mainly by the external
obligation Sand man hastoundergothislvpeofsufferlngaspartoftheir

1s created] £osmic world, The third kind of suffering is caused by

ezl evil forces. These forces have sometimes been called
2 3gzinst the forces of good. The Hindu thinkers have

& primae
es= sufferings as contingent facts of human existence. As a

iman reas

'g of men § semsara jtself is suffering. Our own past karmas are
nnercand F our birth and suffering. No one else is responsible for
;nt More ther God nor Satan. In most of the schools of Hinduism

s the Creator of the world. As for example, in Samkhya
f oF the purusa (atman) is due to its attachment with
% (the cosmic world) which |s the main source of all

Is the Al
the faits
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kinds of suffering. Here there Isno place of God as the creator of the wo
Even if God is accepted as the Creator (as in Nyaya School) He cannot Ty
said to be responsible for the existence of evil and suffering. Nalyaikas
God has created the world according to the Universal Law of Karma
the karmas done by men in their past lives. Men perform actions out
desire or attachment and al| karmas which have their root in desire
men with this samsara. Hindus believe that behind every sort of desi
attachment there is ignorance. Hence Ignorance Is the root cause
suffering. Out of ignorance man identifies himself with his physical
mental being and considers himself to be the doer (karta), knower (j
and consumer (bhokta) of everything. But this is a false knowl
because the Self (atman) of man is free from everything. It is only
acquiring true knowledge one can get rid of ignorance and thus
achieve freedom from all sorts of suffering. In Vedanta it is said that

whenever one understands the basic Unity of Being one attains the

knowledge and consequently one can be liberated from the karmic
of samsara.

Like Hinduism the basic approach of Buddhism towards evil and su
Is purely practical. Lord Buddha once said to his disciples, if a man bl
profusely from a severe wound caused by a polsoned arrow, ever co
himand asks him todo something to relieve his pain, his first task w
to draw out the arrow from his arm and mend his wound in
Inquiring who has thrown the arrow, what is the motive behind this
action, what is the nature of the poison etc, etc, By this story Buddha
to insist on the fact that our approach towards suffering m
straightforward and practical, He acknowledges the hard core real
man is in constant suffering. This truth Is reflected in the First Noble
taught by him-—'Dukhya Satya', i.e. 'Suffering is Reality', In the
Noble Truth Buddha has tried to find out the causes of our sufferi
has identified twelve causes each of which Is dependent on its
one —the root cause is ignorance or avidya. Everything in this
fleeting or impermanent. Not only the material things, but also our
fleeting—it s nothingbut the conglomeration of some momentary
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scause of our ignorance we consider everything as permanent
to them forever. Qur desire and longing for them bring
* us. Buddha has spoken about 'Bhava Chakra'-—the eternal
gmsara which rotates man from one life to another. Unless and
1o get rid of his desire arising out of ignorance he has no way
s this cycle of samsara. In Buddhism we also getthe direction
1 4he way of our escape from this suffering. In the third Noble
| Buddha has spoken about Nirvana or Liberation and in his

rof the
He canne
Naiyaikas®
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.in desire B
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root Cause
his physics Truth he has pointed out Noble Eightfold Path (Astangika
knower practice of which will lead to liberation, a complete freedom

“ng. Liberation requires a sincere effort or sadhana and one has
By constant struggle with his worldly desires. Thus liberation
Esainment of true knowledge and freedom from ignorance,

® above discussion it is evident that both in Hinduism and
ISutfering has been taken as a contingent fact of existence arising
morance and it is only by conquering ignorance with true
one can overcome suffering. Here God or Supreme Reality (if
is at all accepted because in Buddhism as well as in Samkhya
F¥induism the concept of such Supreme Reality is absent) has no
either in introducing or removing of suffering from the
of Karma reigns supreme in this cosmic world and it is man,
use of his past karma done from desire and ignorance, suffers
his responsibility to liberate himself from his bondage to the
& and suffering. Thus the problem of accommodating evil and 1
% with the concept of Omnipotent and Benevolent God does not
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so far approached the problem of evil and suffering from both
rd core reality £ and Non-Semitic religions. All of them have taken it for granted
@ First Noble ¢ this world we do suffer and accepting this basic reality all religions
ty'. In the Sec =d to explain the causes of suffering and the possible ways to get
“our sufferings iering. But still the 'Querying Socrates' in us is not satisfied. He
ent on Its prev sme pertinent questions: |) what is the necessity of this worldly
jing in this we # laden with so much suffering? ; ii) is its existence a necessity
, but alsoour s W point of view of the Supreme Reality? ; jii) s it necessary for the
momentary me s of the human beings? Or iv) is it nothing but an accident that our
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Aurabindo's view in this regard.

Sti Aurobindo, in his Life Divine *, has approached the problem of evil
suffering from a new perspective. According to him the problem of
should be considered from three different points of view-— 1) Its ral
to the Supreme Reality; /i) its origin and place in the workings of
Cosmos; and iii) its action and influence on the individual being
Aurobindo clearly points out that as evil and suffering are creati
Ignorance and Inconscience they cannot have their direct roat in Su
Being or Reality which is Absolute Knowledge and Consciousness. Evil
suffering are the by-products of cosmic movement. In the pr
cosmic evolution man arrives with his separative consciousness. And
the arrival of fragmented human consciousness pain and suffering
arrive. The question of good and evil, pleasure and pain arise
reference to the individual consciousness only as itis Inflicted with
knowledge and partial ignorance. In this context Sri Aurobindo has
out that human valuations of Bood and evil are uncertain and rel
conditional, according to the variations of time, place as well as
variations of the mentality of different individuals. It should be
mind that this relativity of values is an admixture of conditioned
mentality and the action of Cosmic Foree in the life of the man.

Sri Aurobindo reminds us that in the cosmic world the manifestats
existence, consclousness and delight inevitably necessitates
manifestation of non-existence, inconscience and insensibllity, In
these opposites come into being only by a limitation of truth and
their relative forms and by a breaking up of the unity of consciousn
existence into separative consciousness and separative existence.

forces. The adverse forces of Darkness and Ignorance are active to |
their adverse influences upon the terrestrial creatures and th
hinder the progress of the soul towards Knowledge and Light. W
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men as the instrument in the hands of these cosmic forces without
ing their source or nature. Sri Aurobimdo points out that these
forces of good and evil exist not only in this physical universe but
: i the vital (life) and physical planes. We may remind here the
a concept of three gunas of Prakriti—Sattwa, Rajas and Tamas,
= are Inseparable with Prakriti. They are active throughout the cosmic
tion and are responsible for pleasure (sukha) and pain (dukhya) of
restrial beings.

& impartant thing is that falsehood and evil cannot become active

matter. They are created by fragmented and ignorant surface

usness. Material objects are not by themselves good or bad, they

gral—-it is only in relation to human consciousness they acquire

pacteristic of being good or bad. Sri Aurobindo paints out that with

gence of vital mind, the mind of desire and sensation the values
{ with parts =nd evil are created. This valuation Is made from three points of
3 has point 5%, valuation is made from the point of view of the sensational
1d relative @ being. All that is helpful, pleasant and beneficial for the vital
., well as I8 individual is considered as good; on the other hand all that is
Id be kept painful and destructive is considered as evil. The next
ioned hu L% made from utilitarian and social point of view, All that is
%o the social life as a whole is accepted as good, whereas all that
) effect on society is viewed as evil. The third kind of valuation
mf?sm“on - s made by the thinking mind who is always bent on finding out
Syales ietual explanation of the existence of good and evil. Thus a
Hity: i cos , 1.2. Law of Karma, has been invented which acts as the

:h and gooo Y
ciousnessa for explaining our experience of pleasure and pain in life.
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neSri Aurobindo has also explained the usage of these values
ic worldi ¥ the individual. Here we find a definite answer to our question
i o g and pain is necessary for the evolution of an Individual
sans given s One Important usage of their existence is to make man
acknowiig # mature of this world of ignarance and inconscience as well as
|-e dgeand e the relativity of pleasure and pain so that he may seek
::::;:i: which Is free from the above things. Another usage is
peoiding the evil and by pursuit of good individual learns to

ctl\;e :z i lpreme Good. What Is more important in this respect is that
L?nhx W‘: e should be viewed not from the point of view of the
ght pBut also from the point of view of evolutionary process asa

55




whole. Sri Aurobindo has pointed out that this is a growth of the being
ofignorance in the journey towards the Truth of the Divine unity,

Through evolutionary process mind develops and with mind develops
mental individuality with its ego-centric characterization. We can
aptly think of Samkhya view of ‘antahkarana’ constituted by bu
ahamkara and manah. It looks at the world of things only from its
standpoint-—-— according to Its own preference and mental settings. |
reception of truth it reconstructs the truth by its awn ideas and m
knowledge. Hence there is always a possibility of distortion
falsification of the truth even for the most trained, severe and Vig
intellect,

The same is true for human will and action. Our will poweris guided
surface vital personality or life-self which is ignorant. And because of
dominance of this ignorant vital self we perform activities full of di
and disharmony. As here there is no guidance of Truth and Light we d
with the motive of self-affirmation and self-possession. Here
satisfaction of vital impulse and desire prevails which takes
consideration of right and wrong and it does not even hesitate to ta
risk of destruction and immense suffering. Thus the individual vital
being guided by ignorant consciousness wills to expand everywh
possess everything even at the risk of being possessed if by that it
itself satisfied. And as it does this as a separative consciousness di
and disharmony prevails. The most significant thing, as has been pol
out by Sri Aurobindo, Is that Nature accepts all this discord
disharmony as they are necessary steps for the evolutionary growth
divided or separative being.

No final end of evil and suffering is possible unless and until our ign
is transformed into a higher knowledge and a radical change of
takes place. As all the problems lie in this separative consciousn
integral transformation of our being is needed. In our sep
consciousness we consider other as not-self. So long as we view o
‘'others' we like to affirm ourselves egoistically and the root of
sufferings lies here. This view of Sri Aurobindo reminds us of anther
thinker of our time, Jean Paul Sartre, the French Existentialist. Sartre.
famous book Being and Nothingness' has shown how man looks
‘other" as 'not-self', as an inanimate object as against his subjectivi
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his point of view 'other’ is an object to be loved or hated, to be

f the being
4 or enjoyed. He has also pointed out in viewing 'other' as object

nity.
id develops s to develop a true relationship with other—he wants sincerely to
A Sther as 'self, as a'subject’ just like himself, but the tragedy is that his
ted by bud s always gnd in failure because all his attempts are ma«?e from thg
ly from its ¢ separative consciousness. Hence a unity of consciousness is
il settings. |
eas and mel pabindo points out that only on the basis of right consclousness and
distortion edge one's sacrifice and self-giving becomes meaningful. He
ere and vigih us altruistic ego is not sufficient for turning itself into a true self
% acts from right consciousness and knowledge. Hence it is only by
ris guided by ening of self-knowledge and spiritual consciousness in uswe can
' the conditions affected by the existence of evil and suffering.
d because of 2 o
es full of dist ) point is how to acquire this self-knowledge and spiritual
d Light we do sness. Like the thinkers of different schools of Indian philosophy
ndo has also pointed out some yogic paths to attain our goal and
ssion. Here : >
: = is ours whether we would pursue it or not. And itis definitely a
which takes of practical, not theoretical, pursuit
ssitate to take ' ! :
dividual vital !
d everywhere N
| If by that it # t=ncis Potter; The Story of Religion, referred in Contemporary
ciousness di son, K.N. Tiwary ; published by Motilal Banarasidass (P) Ltd,1983,
has been po b 578-81-208-0294-0, paper Back Edition; pp 143.
this discord k. Evil and God of Love, referred in Contemporary Religion,
nary growthe Twwary ; published by Motilal Banarasidass (P) Ltd,1983, ISBN-
1-208-0294-0, paper Back Edition; pp 175.
until ourigna 4 Suffering in Islam', compiled in Philosophy of Religion:
| change of na wd Readings; Edited by Michael Peterson, William Hasker, Bruce
B'ConSCiONEE gnabach and David Basinger, 5” Edition; Oxford University Press,
In our sepa
s we view othe

enindo, 'The Origin of Falsehood and evil’, a chapter in Life

the root of all X
k. Sirth Centenary Volume:; Sti Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry.

|s us of anther
ntialist. Sartre, &
aw man looks
his subjectivity

=an Paul, Being and Nothingness, page no. 107, translated by
& Barnes; First published in English by Methuen & CO LTD in
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salata Sen: The Making of a Gandhian Nationalist
Dr. Jayashree Sarkar
Department of History

#: The present paper is based on a real |ife and first hand account

el shian nationali, Ashalata Sen, complemented by other secondary

. The focusis to capture the nuances of the momentous eventsof a
Essays & sl leader, her vision which can find relevance even today. An
5,2001. has been made to appreciate Ashalata's gradual making of a
\ilosophy; S 2 the journey that started at a very tender age of eleven, Initially

and then Gandhijl as well as contemporary socio-political
=« had their own contributions. In the process of becoming a
Bt and social activist, she could meticulously connectself-reliance
-building programme in her pursuit of anti-colonial struggle.
sty followed Gandhiji's line, but explored every possible way to
& ideals translate into reality in her own situation. Issues such as
=mancipation in the pale of nationalist ideology, gender injustice
‘3¢ upliftment of the down-trodden were included in her
= Age did not deter her. Her presence was felt in every cause
eived right which unfolds before us the true meaning of a

ring crusader of Gandhian ideology, Ashalata was born on

2. 1894 in Noakhall, in the then East Bengal. From the very
ner family had a profound influence in shaping her thoughts.
sther Munshi Kashinath Dasgupta who was very much involved
sefarms, wrote a book on eradicating dowry named Kanyapan
Her father, Bagalamohan Dasgupta, an advocate, voiced his
s social amelioration of women. But the most profound
‘was perhaps her maternal grandmother, Nabashashi Devi, who
w own surreptitious effort gained literacy helped by her
. ignoring the social taboos attached to women's education,
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being proficient in Bengall and Sanskrit, com
nananda Tarangini, Her mother, Manada
whose Grihabadhur Diary s an account of the miserable condit
Bengali women in the contemporary society. some of her close rel
were ardent nationalists.As a child she used to accompany her
Bireshwar Sen in many political meetings. She was not that mat
understand everything but she had a feeling of patriotism.

Nabashashi
philosophical work Pur

As a mere child, Ashalata composed a poem against the partit
Bengal, published in suhrid Patrika and praised by Amritabazar Patrl
She witnessed how the women of conservative

Bengalee.
he domestic four walls, particip

families, mostly confined within t
their own capacity in boycotting foreign goods, Nabashashi Devi p

a document containing 3 solemn vow of boycotting foreign g0
using swadeshi goods instead. Ashalata was entrusted with
responsibility to make every woman of her locality sign the doc
Ashalata admitted this was how she was initiated in the n
movement. Indeed, this was first step towards a great cause. Besid

grandmother gave her books containing the heroic deeds of R&
Marathas and Sikhs against imperialism. Manipur's Tikendrajit, Ga
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya's Anandamath, Nabin Chandra
palashir Yuddha as well as writings of swami Vivekananda
activities of Anushilan samiti touched her heart. From then on
concernwas how to make her country independent.
of twelve in a progressive family facilitated
rowards her cherished path. Encouraged by her in-laws 1o pu
activities, she also held regular discussions with her husband,
sen on the speeches of the Indian nationalist leaders dunng
World War. An early widowhood with a new born child
ratraction. But the 1allianwallah Bagh massacre and the launch
Cooperation movement by Gandhiji again brought her

nationalist fold.
th the nationalist historians that:

Geraldine Forbes argued wi
brought women into publiclife. To her, Gandhiji could be credi
Ashalata nicely knitted Gan:

them a blue print for action.
colonial activities and his programme of nationalist self-reliance
sincere, uninterrupted manner. Her entire public life Is a witness

unflinching devotion to Gandhiji, her mentor. Thus she could t
60
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amposed sl misfortune and social constraints through Gandhiji's

@anada €
conditia scia in his biography of Gandhiji writes that ever since Gandhiji

ose refat @ Indian public life in 1915, he realized that the acute pressure on
iy her u the absence of supplementary industries had caused chronic
at mature . nt among the rural masses. His advocacy of spinning-wheel

B an immediate palliative. Reviving the village economy and cottage
ich would restore women's productive role formed the basis of
constructive programme. This was considered as a solution to
4 economic problems of rural Bengal. On the advice of her two
s Ashalata involved herself in Gandhiji's nationalist self-reliance
sme an integral part of his nationalist movement. She went to
¥ to undertake training in making Khadi under the guidance of her
s relatives, Bireshwar Sen and Pramoda Sen. With the assistance
her-in law |, she set up Shilpasram in her home at Dacca, She
sed that when the local women used to spin and weave, the
of Gandhiji spread far and wide.

: partition
ar Patrika
rative Be
sarticipates
Devi preps
ign goods
ted with
the docu
1 the natig

se, Besides,

eds of Rajf ng from the Gaya session of the Indian National Congress in
drajit, Garib be opened Gendaria Mahila Samiti with the assistance of Sushila
+ Chandra 5ala Devi, Sarama Gupta and Sarayu Gupta. The purpose was to
inanda and satriotic feeling as well as to propagate Gandhiji's national self
enon, herp programme. The khadi products were taken to be sold in remote

3 by the volunteers thus spreading Gandhiji's message. The Samiti
® organize industrial exhibition every year. A platform Gandhl

:ated her jo
was the central theme where different exhibits of Indian culture

to pursue |ites

yand, Satyara 2 life sketches of great Indians from Gautama Buddha down to
5 during the B =5 Gandhi attracted attention. She admitted that in these noble
child saw a & rs, she used to receive assistance from those young men such as

M=z and Bangeshwar Ray whose means of anti-colonial struggle
ifared from Gandhiji's ideal of non-violence and were members
gha. But Ashalatawasa firm believer of Gandhiiji's ideal of non-
mass movement, the belief became more firm after her meeting

dhijiin 1925.

deed involvement in the popularization of Khadi began with her
ship in All India Spinners Association in 1925. But she faced steep
soasition while she was setting up Kalyan Kutir to recruit and

launching of
her back to

jans that Gant
e credited of g
ed Gandhiji's 2
f-reliance in @
is a witness to

he could transce
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prepare women for national movement. Some elders of the local
complained to her father-in law as they became apprehensive
Ashalata's activities would have its gruesome effect of making wo
aggressive and ignore family norms. But her plans could not be thwa
as her father-in law and other male relatives encouraged herand exten
active support to her cause. Her simultaneous participation in diffe

sessions of the Indian National Congress widened and enriched
political views.

Untouchability was a recurrent theme in Gandhian speeches during
cross-country tours in the later twenties. 'Harijan' means 'Childre
God’; it was Gandhiji's name of the untouchables who used to
extreme social humiliation in the caste-ridden Hindu society, In tune
Gandhiji's Harijan welfare programme, she along with Sarama

opened a Harijan Vidyalaya in Juran village. Magic lantern lectures
delivered on the issues of improving health, agriculture and

industries. Efforts were also made to Involve them in natl
programme by instilling a spirit of patriotism and creating a cli
social reform. She hoped that she would reach those who were o
of their potentialities and make them useful members of the soci

powerful mass movement in future. When Gandhiji undertook f
death against the Communal Award in 1932, it created a surge of
reaction. She was a witness to such a reaction. On October 13,18
Lakshmi Narayan temple at Gobindapur and on October 19, 12
Sidhweswari Kali temple at Nawabgun| were opened to Harij
prominent Muslim leaders such as Golam Muhammad Choudhury.
Beg , Golam Kader Choudhury extended full support to Pandit
Mohan Malaviya for his Communal Harmony Conference.

Geraldine Forbes holds that education, social reform and wo
appealed to some progressive women but the movement =
country of its foreign rulers attracted people fram all classes,
and ideological persuasions. Sucheta Kripalani credited Gan
special attention to male attitude. Gandhiji personality was
inspired confidence not only in women but in guardians of
husbands, fathers and brothers. Since his moral stature was
women came out and worked in the political field, their fam
knew that they were quite secured and protected. Gandhiy
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of the loca to remain obsessed with women's issues and relate e
yrehensive for their own emancipation with that of other oppresses
making wo tluding untouchables. By linking women's aspirations with
y0t be thwa aspirations, Gandhi gave women's movement a wides
erand extends = and a greater legitimacy. So it was not surprising for Ashalat=
tion in differe i Gandhiji's call came these women volunteers mostly secludsd
id enriched B domestic four walls of their household, did not hesitate to

@inst a most powerful imperialist power.

aches during snnounced that he would himself perform the first act of civil
ans 'Children =e= on March 12, 1930 by leading a group of Satyagrahis from
no used to & Ashram to the Dandi sea shore for the breach of the Salt Laws.
iety. In tune dhi refused to include women in his group, they made their
h Sarama Gup pesence felt in every corners of India. Ashalata along with Sarama
wrn lectures Sarayu Gupta formed the Satyagrahi Sevika Dal on March 22,

d participate in Civil Disobedience Movement, Salt water from
was brought to Dacca's Coronation Park. Salt was prepared
iting a climate gathering of thousands whose appreciation carried the
10 were oblivie 'ef popular support for the nationalist cause. Many came forward
sf the society. S Bpate. She undertook extensive tours to different parts of East

Jre and cott:
T in nation

unchingofa het, Bagura, Mymensingh, Jamalpur and Chandpur resulting
dertook fast u i=nd more participation of women . In 1931, she set up Vikrampur
| a surge of pusl iMahila Sangha. Here too, she was successful in mobilizing a large
iber 13, 1832, women irrespective of age. Many faced imprisonment. In spite
yer 19, 1932, heir courage was Indomitable. Her essay 'Vikrampur Naari
| to Harijans. 8 2 vivid narrative of how women of different localities collected

‘houdhury, Asaf &0 money as well as ornaments for the country's cause. A silent

to Pandit Ma tion took place. Women crossed their assigned boundaries
e. patriarchal norms to become co-patriots with their male
They picketed in front of liquor shops, foreign cloth stores,
pards and Courts. They were successful in persuading many
# 1o resign from Union Boards and Courts.

nd women's ri
sement to rid

isses, communis

ed Gandhiji for tours to the remote villages had the privilege of
ty was such ding the actual need of the people and to feel the social psyche.
ns of women, th other women satyagrahis often ignored the social taboos
ire was high, the intermixing among different religious communities. She

her experience of one such night in 2 poor Muslim weaver's
B The young wife, recently widowed and heavy with pregnancy,
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could only mourn for a few moment for her husband and again ings
weaving as she was the sole bread earner of the family. She reali
reason behind Gandhiji's emphasis on spinning and weaving,
meager an income in the eyes of townsfolk, as a source of liveli
many poor women of the villages.

In spite of her imprisonments, she was an untiring crusader, Du
imprisonment, she met and interacted with revolutionary M
Hajra. She was concerned about the ordinary female prisoners The
proximity made her realize that all were not criminals by nature
victims of intolerable social or familial situations that pushed
commit crimes. Many a times, she was vexed with the question that
the society had no ways to corrections, it should not have the right ¢
these helpless women in such a perilous condition. Thus life behi
provided her with an opportunity to understand the extent of
injustice .She was released from prison in 1933 and fully involved he
constructive work. She was elected vice president of Dacca
Committee of the Indian National Congress. With the approach
World War |l, she started organizing the Congress workers along
spreading of Gandhiji's message. She toured Dinajpur, Bagura, Ra
Pabna, Rangpur, Burdwan, Bankura, Howrah, Khulna and 24-Pargan

The Quit India Movement was launched by Gandhiji on August 3,
Ashalata organized the movement in different villages of Eastern
for which she was imprisoned. Her release in 1943 placed her to
grave situation — the great Bengal famine, She was there to distribut
to the starved millions. A few years later, she was unnerved
Communal Riot broke out in her hometown in 1946 .She rus
Noakhall to assist Gandhiji in his peace mission. On his advice
returned to Dacca to check spreading of communal poison and
communal amity. She was much pained when her adored leader's,
own words, “faithful” colleagues , Jawaharlal Nehru and Ballavbha
accepted the Partition of India proposal. Disheartened, she decla
day which was a witness of the partition proposal was one of the
days in her life. As she could not accept the partition, she chose tor
in Dacca, alone even after the formation of East Pakistan .

She was a social activist to the core. Her Gendaria Mahila Samiti
more well-organized in its foundation and extended its scope to |
more philanthropic activities. Besides Hindu women, many women
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households came forward. Some of her such colleagues were
she realized Messa Chowdhury, Hasina Banu, Hamida Begum, Shahzadi Begum,
eaving, the } $han, Zakia Rashid, Abeda Kader,Latifa Mahmud and such others.
of livelihood % & free girls' school was set up which distributed books, slate,
& #nd paper. Once In a week, milk was distributed. The syllabus was
#= to impart an all-round education and training for girls of

again indulg

ider. During ; :
nary Mata ’ czlly depressed famllies. In spite of constraints, the school is still
oners Tl 5. She became a member of Dacca University Court and used to
nature but opinion forcefully, She was an active member of the Committee

for the rescue of abducted girls during the years of riots and
. While working In this rescue mission, she had interactions with
and Pakistani counterparts, Mridula Sarabhai and Khwaja Kaizar

sushed then
astion that

therightto

. life behind 2ly. She was much depressed when in 1965 she came to India for
ixtent of ges freatment and never to return for the Indo-Pakistan war had
wolved herss -

if Dacca Dis & came to Washington to his son, Samar Ranjan who was thereon a
approach ¢ mission. Here too, she showed her solidarity with those
rkers along | %o freedom of East Pakistan by extending her active support to
3agura, Rajst ers of the Awami League as well as other revolutionaries. She,
24-Parganas. £ an advanced age, participated in some of the protest

B held in front of President Nixon's White House. Much awaited

1 August 9,

>f Eastern Be snce of East Pakistan came on December 16, 1971 .She was

ced her to fa Lihe formation of Bangladesh. To honour the auspicious day and

to distribute! W of respect for the martyrs, the Bangladeshis residing there
unnerved 2 meeting at Washington where Ashalata was invited to deliver

5 .She rushe 2 She felt honoured. The bond remained later years too.

1 his advice, 25 a nationalist in its true form. She pursued her path of anti-

ison and wor Strugele as outlined by Gandhiji .An undaunted spirit, she
'd leader's, possible way to work for the oppressed and downtrodden
d Ballavbhai ed geographical boundaries. Above all, she was a humanist
she declared ¥ optimistic view of life =“From my childhood | was optimistic
ne of the sas suntry's future; still | am at the dusk of my life* This gave her the
le chose tore gloriously till her death on February 13, 1986.

1la Samiti bes
5 scope to ing B2 Sen, Sekaler Katha, Calcutta , 1990.

nany women
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srgence of Bishnupur Gharana and its arrival in
Calcutta
Privanka Mallick
Department of History®

A new interest in early modern India has characterised South
ey in recent years.In this literature there has been a marked
dia, Ma ‘and attention given to cultural issues.This article explores a
witural efflorescence characterised by the cultivation of musicin
of Bishnupur in south western part of Bengal from the late
L centuries to eighteenth centuries. |t traces the historical factors
<udi’ #e possible the musical accomplishment,enhanced by the
963, pp pon of Mughal Rajput and Vaishnava influences.The discurssion
the role of Mughal-Rajput courtly culture in creating a new
¥ elassical music. Inshort, in Bengal, developments in the domain
: ing arts, especially music were spearheaded largely by the

court at Bankura. A line of eclectic Malla rulers promoted music
sored Iimportant developments in musicology and
on. The court became synonymous with cultural excellence.
icians in court improvised new geners of compositions. The
sentury was also the period of guru Ramshankar Bhattacharya
wredited with the foundation of celebrated Bishnupur gharana
nce of the Vaishnavism initiated by the Malla rulers.It was
point of the cultural history of Bishnupur. Rulers like
Sngh I, Chaitanya Singh Il bore a high taste of musicality which
musicians going towards perfection and with new ideas and
Ramshankar became able to develop a lineage of disciples
entary commitment to composition and language that
%0 the transmission of the tradition on a scientific line and with
X of the Calcutta city, there created a parallel influx for the
o both Bishnupur and the other courts of Bengal. Thus Calcutta
ace Bishnupur as a musical centre but over time especially in
of the nineteenth century the musician under the tag of
Sharana' was ruling in Calcutta and adjoining areas even in the

4'.. Otar, 67

y.




other courts of the other districts also. Thus, thechange and the c
of tradition were well preserved In the field of music. We could not
any break in the continuity of the tradition of classical music.
thing was happened that it was reinvented, classicised and systema

In moving from the quiet courtyards of Bengal to the concert
Calcutta, the social context of music and performance underwent
transformations. In spite of that traditional music was used in the f
movement as an emblem of India's uniqueness and inde
identityTraditional music was used in various political agen
stimulating force towards the freedom movement. Departing
conventional scholarship on the subject, | present a distinctive
of the making of a modern classical tradition, which was a combs
of tradition and modernity .The changes in traditional music of
were significant as it adapted to the necessities of colonial a
colonial social realities. The engaging narrative of the product
knowledge about music and the related institution bullding
ralse larger questions of identity and imagination. The performa
patronage influenced the self development of the consuming
Anticipating the dilemmas of the emerging modern Indian middle
explore the ambivalence and ambiguities that informed
practices in Bengal from centuries, | reveal how musicians ang
patrons had constructed a canon for classical music and the ent
with which amateurs and professionals straddled the worlds of
practice.| also discuss the link between the modern disciplines of
and musicology to provide a stable basis for their cultural claims
description. These constitute the principle theme of this artic
article explores a phase of cultural efflorescence characterised
cultivation of music in the kingdom of Bishnupur in south-western
from the late sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries.The inspira
these cultural accomplishments is traced to a combinati
Mughal—Rajput and Vaishnava influences. The article traces the hi
factors that made possible the complex inter-relations among
strands of culture and argues that the rulers of Bishnupur Initiat
cultural programme with the aim of assimilating cosmopolitan
practices associated with Northern Indian courtly society.
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we have to go back to the only celebrated Bishnupur gharana
could not emerging in the seventeenth-eighteenth centuries. Itis said that
music, The of Bishnupur gharana dates back in 1780/81 onwards.Some
1 systematis % the battle of Plassey (1757) marked the beginning of the
wpremacy of the English East India company in India. This event
\eft scope for expansion and initiative but also amalgamated
. concert h streams of culture and their consolidation and preservation had
nderwent st Although other courts like Bardhaman, Krishnanagar and
edin the free \were also major seats of classical music but Bishnupur bore the

1d the conts

and indepe that made ita gharana by itself. The Bishnupur gharana of Bengal
cal agendas sstigious past, which has not been revealed properly. The land is
. Departing 3 Mallabhum after the Malla rulers of this place. The rulers were

and built the famous terracotta temples during the

listinctive acs s

was a combin enth and eighteenth centuries at this place. The terracotta
3l music of Be are the best specimen of the classical style of Bengal architecture.
colonial and {the distance from Kolkata is 132Km.) now the headquarter of
the productic Bvision of the same name in Bankura district, is a seat of crafts and
7 bullding pre %or almost a thousand years, It was the capital of the Malla

Mallabhum of which Bankura was a part till their power waned
time when Mughal rule was weakened under the last monarchs
asty. The patronage of Malla King Vir Hambir{1596) and his

e performance
a2 consuming
ndian middle @

informed Raja Raghunath Singh(1626) and Vir Singh(1656) made
nusicians and one of the principal centers of culture in Bengal. The exquisite
and the enthus = temples for which the town is justly famous for the
worlds of my® w2 craft and its own Baluchari sarees made of tussar silk have made
disciplines of a unique place. Moreover royal patronage also gave rise to the

gharana (school) of Hindustani classical music which has a
of its own. Bishnupur's cultural achievements occupy a
it place in existing scholarship on the subject and its wellspringis
‘wniversally acknowledged to be Vaishnavism. This cultural
pence occurred under the direct patronage of the kings of the

asty who had ruled over this area from well before the sixteenth
s nature of this Vaishnava-inspired cultural *high' is described in
L eeholarship as a manifestation of regional culture. Therefore, the
sivement of the Malla kings in supporting itand in fact making it
&= seen as a desire by these local chieftains to elevate regional
ad to Invest in it. The motivation behind this desire to invest in

ltural claims ane

of this article
characterised b
;outh-western £
esThe inspiratic

a combinatie
|e traces the hist
lations among
{shnupur initiate
cosmopolitan
Jciety.
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regional culture is traced to the political circumstances and rela
of the Malla kings. Vaishnavism undoubtedly acted as one of the
important sources of stimulation and inspiration behind the imps
musical achievements hosted by Bishnupur during a period

from the late sixteenth century to the eighteenth century. The Malls
and the court had immense contribution for the upliftment of Bis!
music. As Bisnupur was situated in the western part of Bengal,
geographically closer toVaranasi, Mathura, Vrindavan and Deln
from other centres of Bengal. For this reason the musical style of
India was very well connected with the Bishnupur style. In the later
the medieval age, the royal court of Bishnupur started to foll
musical style of Delhi durbar. The Bishnupur kings did patronize the
singers and even recruited them in their court. In the age of the
renaissance i.e in the nineteenth century, many singers were com
from Bishnupur and moving to Calcutts, the cultural hub of the
speaking intellectuals.At that time anyother centre in Bengal cou
produce so many artists like Bishnupur.

in the later half of eighteenth century, when the dhrupad style
introduced at Bishnupur court, we do not getany reference to thisp
inany other part of Bengal.

Although not vastin area, the region holds a significant position in m
of political vigor, civilization and culture. Historians suggest
Mallabhum had once been the cultural centre of Eastern India. Am
cultural achievements music had the highest honour. In the later p
the eighteenth century and towards the early and mid-ninet
centuries, when music of different 'gharanas’ were gradually having
assimilation in the city of Calcutta, the 'dhrupad’ style floun

among the musicians of Bishnupur.By the nineteenth and early twent
centuries, if not earlier, Bishnupur had come to be regarded as the
where a distinct style of Hindustani classical music , known as
Bishnupur gharana had developed.

Kumkum Chatterjee is of opinion that this musical developme
illustrative of the nexus that had emerged among Vaishnava devots
traditions, Rajasthani devotional and political culture and Mughal co
culture during the sixteenth, seventeenth centuries onwards. Thisn
moreover underscores the critically important role played by m
among other cultural phenomena in first, adopting Mughal rule
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empire to some extent over large parts of the Indian sub-
&nd second, as a medium of cultural sophistication aspired to by
Wierent parts of the Indian sub-continent. The rajas of Bishnupur
their patronage to dhrupad music from the late sixteenth and

lation
f the
impressh

stret

Malla enteenth century onwards as part of their deliberate program of
f Bishnuz # public culture for their kingdom which was grounded in large
ngal, it # in the assimilation of aspects of Northern Indian courtly/elite
Delhi aps (85 noted above, what became the court-sponsored public culture
of Wests slla kingdom represented the amalgamation of Mughal and
later half ly tastes and sensibilities and these were linked to the

| follow == that had developed around Braj-based devotional traditions of

zethe co im. The special status of the Rajput aristocracy as collaborators .
f the Be mers of the Mughals , particularly in the eyes of local, regional

coming @ = in different parts of the Mughal empire including Bengal, has

the Ben: 2d above in this article. The close association between the Rajput

£y and Vaishnavism together with the musical culture that had
8 around Vaishnava devotionalism served to further enhance the
dhrupad music in the eyes of local rajas such as those of
bt The rooting of dhrupad in the Malla kingdom of Bishnupur
ais one of the older examples of the diffusion of this music to a
onal kingdom on account of its elite, Northern Indian, religious-

3l could

1id style
ithis pract

onin mats b as wellas courtly associations.
l’.:.gi?:: seences and biographies of musicians belonging to the Bishnupur
\ later part . mostly from the twentieth century provide a very general and
id-ninetes tic picture of this school of music and most of them trace it
having to the eighteenth century and to the arrival of Bahadur Khan of
Jle flouri na (although a debatable issue ,discuused later), allegedly a
arly twenti == ndant of the iconic Miyan Tansen to the darbar of the Malla
i se thel an exploration of the long term historical factors that lay behind
o thing of a remarkable cultural program by the kings of Bishnupur

e late sixteenth century makes it clear that the arrival and
sent of dhrupad musicin this kingdom can be understood only by
the latter against this broader historical-cultural context. The
ptronage of dhrupad music in Mallabhum and its currency over
aturies in this region; needs to be contextualized vis-a vis the
Etion of the beautiful, terracotta, navaratna temples In this
large program of producing and translating Bengall vernacular

welopment
wa devotic
Aughal co
is, Thisng
yed by m
ighal rule
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literature and Sanskrit shastric literature , the copying and em
of manuscripts and the conscious promotion of a variety of arti
ranging from the manufacture of fine silk textiles ( had mentio
to the manufacture of conch shell products. The connection
dhrupad music and Vaishnava devotionalism led to the diffu
style of singing to Vaishnava centres in Rajasthan which, as we
above, received strong patronage from Rajput princes. Acc
Suresh chandra chakraborty in time, Nathdvara, In the kingdom of
became the pre-eminent centre of the Vallabhacharya sect ang
renowned centre of dhrupad music referred as haveli song
music].A defination of Dhrupad is necessary here. As historians a
scholars of music agree, the historical origins of dhrupad are t
around fifteenth, early sixteenth centuries to the madhyadesa re
particularaly to the Gwalior area. Interestingly enough, this was
same period when different Vaishnava sects began converging on
region as a function of its re-discovery. The Rajput ruler of Gwall
Man Singh Tomar (reigned: 1486-1517) Is usually identified as a
enabler of what later came to be known as dhrupad or dhruvapada
vocal music. At his court and by all accounts at his encourag
number of talented musicians among whom were Nayak Ba
date,often considered superior to Tansen) and others, develo
dhrupad mode of singing. Political convulsions following the death
Man Singh Tomar led to the dispersal of a number of the court-
dhrupad singers from Gwalior to other places. What is interesting
the diaspora of dhrupad singers from Gwalior terminatad at the da
courts of various princes within the Madhya desha region, as
elsewhere, Inapre-modern milieu and for obvious reasons, rulersa
aristocracy were almost always conspicuous as patrons and suppo
the arts, scholarship and music. Thus, on the one hand, it was natu
these musicians would seek out royal patrons. But, on the other ha
could also argue that the relocation of many Gwalior-based arti
number of other royal courts points to the interest of royalty in seeki
musicians who were adept at dhrupad singing. For example,
Bakshu, one of the most celebrated dhrupadiyas of Raja Man
Tomar's court, stayed on for a while atGwalior under the patro
Bikramijit, the son and successor of Man Singh before he leftto b
court-musician at the darbar of Raja Kirat, the ruler of
(Bundelkhand).
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1d embellisty @ music, imbued with strong Vaishnava associations on the one
ofartisanale courtly connections on the other, made its way to Bengal via the
jentioned &3 of the Brindavan —brand of Vaishnavism to that region in the
nection be enth century. The effort of the three Vaishnava leaders | 1 =
e diffusion ¢ MNarottamdas and Shyamananda) who had been despatched to
3, as we have By the goswamis of Brindavan to hammer out a sort of commaon
ces. Accord £l platform for all Gaudiya Vaishnavas at the great convention of

aman) At this same convention, Shyamananda who was
2 gifted singer and had received training in dhrupad singing in
% sald to have introduced a new style of devotional singing 1.2
ging, to the Vaishnava community of Bengal. Since Bishnupur
s one of the major centres of the Brindavani dispensation in
hyadesa regior ¥ 5 not surprising that under the patronage of the Malla kings,
h, this was th music found a stable foothold here. Contemporary materials
nverging on the 3t through at least the seventeenth century, Vaishnava
Jler of Gwalio with affiliations to Bishnupur maintained contacts with
ntified as a prie d received music training there. Biographies and memoirs of
dhruvapada fe o are exponents of what came to be known as the Bishnupur
s encourage ay the impression that Bishnpur's tradition of classical music
e Nayak Bakst sgeet) was associated with the darbar of the Malla kings. This is
hers, developes o= of the eighteenth century, when the court may have become

<ingdom of
ya sect and
vell sangeet]S
istorians and 8
upad are tracs

Jing the death of wenue for dhrupad performances. The many temples dedicated
the court-assoc @ and Radha in the Malla capital were the principal venues for
tis interesting ¢ sng in the earlier period. The existence of a local tradition of
ated atthe dart her reinforced the practice of padavali composition on

smes in the Malla kingdom. Beginning in the |atter part of the
gentury and continuing Into the next two centuries, a large body
a poems/songs were composed in Bishnupur by the Malla
ind, it was natui ‘ 25 by various Vaishnava padakartas{writer) and others.Bir
an the other hand Hambir ,Raghunath Singh and Chaitanya Singh composed
ilior-based artists survey of the lyrics of poems/songs composed here show the
if royalty in seekis 4 use of Brajbhasha and Bengali.lt indicates that the regional
. For example, were coming closer to each other and a linguistic assimilation
as of Raja Man place along with the musical achievements under the
nder the patro b of the Malla kings.The songs were most often in praise of
sre he left to bec & referred to earlier, from about the early part of the eighteenth
the ruler of dhrupad tradition in Bishnupur developed a stronger
{80 the darbar than to the temple. The Vaishnava ethos in the
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lyrics of Bishnupuri dhrupads remained; but we also find songs
praise of various Malla kings of this time.

So, the practice of traditional dhrupad singing was started in Bish
was the time when Kali Mirza(1750-1826) returned from
India by getting rigorous talim(training) from his gury, introduced
practice at the royal court of Bardhaman. Simultaniously.
singing was also started at Bishnupur.The year was 1780/81. Hist
was a conjuncture of multifarious events. This article emphasises
the external factor i.e. the Mughal conquest on the powerful
force that had been working continuously behind the growth of
culture in part of the country and explains the socio —
development of Mallabhum which was essentially connected
Gauriya Vaishnavisam enhanced. This was the period when Oris
was flourished.And the growth of other classical form through
period had been historically traced. In the social context,the |
sectarian development in the period was the neo-Vai
movement.Complete with it's own particular form of chal
Brahmanical disciplinarism and a claim to the monopoly of t
salvation within the Chaitanya movement, caste separatios
significantly modified in this period .The followers of Chaitanya wers
gradually reabsorbed into Hindu orthodoxy. The Goswamis at Vrin
drew up for them a new code of ritual conduct on the lines of the
Hindu smritis. At the lower level of Vaishnava society the Sa
Vaishnava sect) represented a more serious challenge to the esta
rigorous caste order and Brahmanical values both in terms of
rejection of the caste system and their adoption of mystic bel
practices which had a clearly orgiastic dimension. Already in this
the growth of the Sahajiya cult revealed an interesting pattern of
conflict .The tendency towards orgiastic practices were sougth
refined and presented In terms of transcendental mysticism.Th
development of Vaisnavism itself resulted in culture conflict is

from the repeated references to vegetarianism as laudable practi
by side with statements implying the acceptability of animal sacrifi
morally and ritually, This cultural conflict is typically represented
heart searching of Mukundarams hunter hero Kalketu.He feels un
as to wheather his profession which he has always followed in good
a source of sin or not. We will see later in this article that the
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king of aborigines) of Bishnupur took Vaisnavism as a tool to
lo the upper section of the society. The abovesaid discurssion
#s that the political and socio-economic condition was directly
@ with the cultural effloressence of the Bishnupur gharana of that
he growth of culture cannot be taken in watertight
imentalization.Regional variations and lack of a central authority
ged the space for new cultural innovations and original
sentation as well as new opportunites and accommodation in
g2l Hindustani music. Vrindavan was the center of Gaudiya-
ism. The Goswamis of Vrindavan established a connection
= Vedanta, Chaitanya movement and the ancient Vaishpava
They postulated a sectarian Interpretation of Bhakti and the
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| to th
si dang 2 and bestowed on the Chaitanya movement the respectable
E of Brahmanical philosophy, They delineated the rule and rituals of
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ving sect and instilled into it both the ritualistic and a sort of
anism. The new Vrindavana rituals were a powerful answer to
manical opinion that the Chaitanya movement was un-
pical and non-ritualistic.The Smartas later recognized the validity
eness of these rituals and even assigned to them a niche in
ritual compendia.The goswamis of Vridavan performed this
gs work within a time frame of fifty years. In Bengal, however the
# s<cholastic approach of Vaisnavism did not gain much
fact the whole tenor of the Chaitanya movement in Bengal

3haj
itabl st scholastic philosophy.The texts of the Vaishnava goswamis
s of t doubt accepted in Bengal by the scholarly Vaishnava, but to the

| 8engall followers of Chaitanys, these difficult texts were
mensible. At that point in time the celebrated Vaishnavite
oswami along with his three disciples Srinivas Acharya ,
Dutta and Shyamananda started their journey from
for the purpose of preaching vaishnavism. While crossing the
A Bishnupur, it Is said that the dacoits looted twelve scripts. They

shnupur to search the scripts from them and Vir Hambir came in
Eventually, he was converted into Vaisnavism. Whatever the
was, It can be said that the Gaudio— Vaisnavism opened a new
= Mallarajas; new culture of Bhakti was introduced. Srinivas
‘elaim to immortality rests on his unigue success in converting Vir
=navism had no doubt considerable following in Bishnupur,
we the conversion of Vir Hambir. However, there are reasons to
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believe that dhrupad music arrived here much earlier than the
century. Song anthologies in the possession of the Bishnupur b
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad contain materials in praise of Mu
such as Bairam Khan, Todar Mal and emperors such as Jahange
have a clearly Mughal courtly context. There is also indication &
materials may have reached Bishnupur as early as the lat=
century possibly via its links to Brindavan and direct or indirect 1=
Mughal court. Local traditions in Bishnupur suggest that the man
of the Malla capital may have been the principal venues of
performance during the pre-eighteenth century.At least two
temple was built by the Malla kings during the period of Su
Bengal.ln 1449, Patit Malla built Jagannath temple in
Ramakanta Chakraborty argues that in 300 A.D Vaishnavism was
Bankura as well as the Rarhhbanga as a consort of Hinduism,
inscription of Raja Chandrabarma bears testimony of it. After Vir
conversion the Malla kings vigorously pursued the policy of spre
Krishna cultThis produced some interesting resultsThe r
Vaisnavism by Srinivas Acharya turned the tide in favour of civill
humanityVaishnavism deeply influenced the prevalent tribal cu
the Bankura district.it began to worship Radha and Krig
performance of kirtan which was an indispensible part of Vais
attracted the common people and the pilgrims e.i a congr
worship of music was in vogue. So in my perspective,the habi
Bishnupur were already habituated with music of 3 pa
genre.therefore a platform was ready to adopt the classical mu
North India which was evolved as the 'Bishnupur gharana'. The
common form of Vaishnava devotional music in Bengal had
samkirtan or the congregational singing in praise of Krishna, a
Chaitanya himself had been associated with it that | mentioned
Dhrupad music, imbued with strong Vaishnava associations on t
hand and courtly connections on the other, made its way to Bengal
importation of the Brindavani brand of Vaishnavism to that region
late sixteenth century. At the great Vaishnava convention at K
Narottamdasa (one of the Vaishnava leaders recently despatc
Bengal from Brindavan) introduced a new style of devotional singing
embodied many elements found in the dhrupad mode of vocal musi
current in the Vaishnava circles of the Braj. As Hiteshranjan
correctly pointed out, dhrupad singing thus arrived in Bengal as
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complement to the neo- Vaishnava or Brindavani theology. In the

the simplest type of participatory kirtan singing never completely

st of Bengal's Vaishnavism. However, elements from North Indian

music {(marga sangeet) found a place in specific styles of Bengall

sing. Since Bishnupur emerged as one of the major centres ofthe
wani dispensation in Bengal, it Is not surprising that under the
== of the Malla kings, dhrupad music found a stable foothold here.
= there are reasons to believe that dhrupad music arrived here
arlier than the eighteenth century. Rather it can be ascertained
darbar-oriented phase in Bishnupur's dhrupad music may have
iated with the arrival there in the eighteenth century, of the noted
siclan Bahadur Khan—a direct descendant of Mian Tansen
om the Mughal darbarin Delhi.

1o Prabhat kumar Saha presumably the people as well as the
s« getting quite tired of prabondhagiti and developed a keen
i and taste of marga Sangeet or classical music. Meanwhile,
i had started to be widely cultivated in Northern India, Brindaban
ra In particular. The two chief places for pilgrimage for the
25 had also grown into prominent centers of Dhrupad. It is
»t 1o note that Dhrupad bears close resemblance to the musical

wording and themes of prabandhagitis. The style of singing
2 which was benigning to gain amount at Bishnupur in the early
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,the habita ¥ eighteenth century was similar to that of prabandhagitis. The
of a partic secinis, the instrumental accompany, even the four stages
issical music ® e Antara Sanchari, Abhog) were same in these two kinds.
iarana’. The gally both the forms express joy with theidentification of God.

gal. had beer srescance of artistic creativity and the cultural agenda of the
Krishna, and wr court was able to produce a definitive aesthetic canon for
rnentloned ] The court’s encouragement of the performing arts had not only
jations an t - patronage for performing musicians, it also promoted guideline
S Bengal : entztion and stimulated improvisation and compositions.The
pthat regOAg of compositions expanded the repertoire for performers and set

sesthetic parameters that they had to adhere toThe
o dissemination of this work however was mediated through
in the court of Raja Raghunath Singh Il. The famous novel
Ramaprasad choudhury shows Raghunath Singh's love for
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For all these reasons Dhrupad soon found its way to the royal court.
immense influence of the kings especially Raghunath Singhll forcad
disciple tradition that developed in less than half a century — enj
primacy as the standard bearer of classicism.

This in turn coincided with the coalescence of heterogen
participation that articulated its own cultural sensibility and prod
a new mode of cultural consumption and patronage in the new city
Calcutta. Understanding the emergence of what we call the "Bishn
musical tradition” requires a thorough examination of the gra
development of a regional cultural expression that responded to
Kapila Vatsayan calls “certain critical mobile principles”. Among
principles, she distinguishes the |evels of time representing conve
as well as flux of locus comprising the factors of indigenous creation
mobility of cultural state, social realities, and genres reflecting
functions of art forms vis- a-vis its audience. How did this regional tra
crystallize? What were the principal catalysts, how Inclusive was it
of local musical experience on the one hand, and of the
musical culture on the other? In the earlier section of this article we
tried to search the appropriate answer of these questions.What e
in the music of Bishnupur that has made the usage of Bengali lan
dhrupad composition? Ramshankar Bhattacharya[1761-1853]
example in this particular segment of the history of dhrupad sing
Bengal. It was one of the causes of the linguistic advance
composition and new melodic improvisation moved into the
region of Bengal (Bishnupur) which became the cradle of a distinct
practice. Modern historical reconstruction of the Bengali musical
takes, as its starting point, the emergence of Bishnupur ghara
start the story of controversy regarding the emergence of the
Ramshankar Bhattacharya was contemporary of Chaitanya sin
grandson of Raja Raghunath Sing I, Chaitnya Singh was a great
of music and with his inspiration Ram Shankar dedicated hi
learning music. It was believed and accepted that Raghunath Si
king of Bishnupur invited and appointed Dhrupad singer Baha
who was the descendant of Tansen. Bishnupur local singers like
Chakraborty was under his pedagogy and through this process
practice was initiated at Bishnupur. Ramshankar Bhattacharya
disciple of above mentioned Gadadhar Chakraborty, Various
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like Kshitimohan Sen, Dhurjati Prasad Mukhopadhyay,

court.
forced § ar Chattopadhyay, Shantidev Ghosh, Swami Prajnanananda,
— enjc shore Roychowdhury, Ramesh Chandra Bandopadhya in their

# supported this view without Justifying historical facts and
all argued for the predominant view. But Dilip kumar
s refuted this view and argued that if we became aware about
s time period we will see that Bishnupur king Ragthunath Sing I
ur Khan were not contemporary at all.In the latter half of the
-angjeb, Raghunath Singhll fought against the zaminder of
Medinipur) Shobha Singh in support of the Mughal. Raghunath
s Miled by his own wife in 1712 A. D. On the other hand, Bahadur
sndiather [Gulab Khan] was contemporary of Sadarang. Itisa fact
=ng was appointed in the court of Muhammad Shah (1719-
srefore, Raghunath Singhll and Bahadur Khan could not be
@ry In any way.There were a gap of two or three generations
®=zhunath Sing Il and Bahadur Khan. Secondly, if the disciples of
wa=n had learnt from him, they would have been referred to Seni
i Tansen). But the difference between the gayaki (singing style) of
and Bishnupur Gharana is evident. Dilip Kumar Roy,
@sad Mukherjee, Suresh Chandra Chakrabotri, Shanti Dev
Prajnanananda mentioned the different style of Bishnupur
Mrdly Ramshankar Bhttacharya was senlor most amongst all
5 He passed way at the age of 92in1853. So his birth year was
in 1761. His musical life started in 1781/82. Other famous
# Sishnupur were mentioned in the records of the nineteenth ~
the Bishnupur singers mentioned about Ramshankar as the
The celebrated Kshetramohan Goswami, Keshablal Chakraborty,
Bab Bhattachaya, Dinabandhu Goswaml, Anantalal
ay, Jadu Bhatta all were the descendant of the Ramshankar
2 style of singing that is the Bishnupur gharana. All except
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great pats -
ited himself ta were direct desciples of Ramshankar .
ath Singhll ®» and of course various literary sources credits Ramshankar
Bahadur K @ with the founding of this gharana.One more thing can be

5 like Gadads % here that there is a general idea that Raja Rammohan Roy was
ocess dhrup ‘person who wrote the dhrupad song In Bengali. But in the fact
:harya was process we see that Ramshankar (1761) was older than

rious Schof an{1774). In spite of paucity of information about date and time
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it can be highly supposed that he started writing in his first life .Beca
entire life was dedicated to music. But according to the informati
Rammohan wrote songs for the first time for the session of Atmiya
in 1915.Most importantly it is a issue of debate wheather these
could be regarded as dhrupad at all. The subsequent years saw
maturing of a musical style with the performance and various ¢
initiatives by the competent students of Ramshankar. Large section
disciples went to Calcutta, joined in different wealthy person's co
through their references Bishnupur gharana spread very widely.
Prajnanananda was of opinion that Rabindranath Tagore was
influenced by the style and many of his songs bear resemblanes
Bishnupuri bandishes. Although Bishnupur music was an off s
North Indian style, it also had its own features. Even various
structures in the Bishnupuri frame is different from their origin.
North Indian ragas like Basant, Vairo, Ramkeli, Purvi, Behag, Lalit, As
Megh were given a new structural identity in Bishnupur.For exa
the rage Behag the phrase is used is GA MA PA DHA NI SA instead
MA PA NI SAThe song “amare bolona bhulite balona"[Don't tell
forget] sung by Jyanendra Prasad Goswami is an example of
natural talent and aesthetics of Bengal were responsible
uniqueness. With musical impression and improvisation what em:
the music of Bishnupur composition of linguistic and musical exp
derived from a variety of local regional melodic sources.This
easy environment for the Bengalis to adopt and absorb the North
classical music with it's distinct features. It is important that
Ramshankar but almost all of his students attained excellence in
songs.It marked the prosperity of the gharana as well as the rich
of Bengal. Thus the ragas and raginis of the Bishnupur Gha
certain peculiarities which distinguish this gharana from
Gharana This differences occurred because the ustads of the Seni
have since Tansen's time evolved novelties in the way various
raginis demonstrated .But the musicians of the Bishnupur Gh
retained the old traditional forms.At any rate ,these distinctions
its originality,and as a result of which it cannot be lookad upon
shadow of the parent gharano.So, in the nineteenth century,
gharama became a very natural successful outcome of eight
activities.Considering the issue of controversy we canassumet
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fe .Because! wng an off-shoot of the Senigharana, Bishnupur gharana found its full

informatie session under the guidance of Ramshankar Bhattacharya.And as he
* Atmiya Sab sed a generation of singers,was referred as the adigury of the
ar these sc 3. Those who became successful as Bishnupur gharana singers

years saw £ Ramkeshab Bhattacharya (1809-1850) Keshablal Chakraborty,

irious crea Biramohan  Goswami (1832-1893)Ramapati Bandopadhyay
= section of! #death) Jadu Bhatta (1840-1883) DinabandhGoswami Ananta Lal
on's court spadhyay(1832 Birth). It is clear that he had taken lesson from a gury
widely. Sv : India because at that stage, dhrupad was not introduced in any
re was de t place in Bengal. Amiya ranjan Bandopadhya, an exponent of
ylanes with pur gharana of present day, credited Ramshankar Bhattacharya
n off shoo the foundation of Bishnupur gharana.He also emphasises the

ation of different gharanas at the Bishnupur court.It indicates that
sfthe influences of Seni gharana or others, the distinguished style
pur gharana emerged with Ramshankar Bhattacharya. At the first

1 various
r origin.
Lalit, Ash

For exa classical music in Bengal, when Kali Mirza (1750-1826) and Nidhu
A Instead ¢ J741-1829) had to go to the west to learn music, Ramshankar might
on't tell m spend on the same source probably. But he got this opportunity at
le of that piace Bishnupur. Now the question is who was the guru (Teacher)
1sible for nankar. According to Dilip Kumar Mukherjee , the author of
hat emerge Gharana' Ramshankar himself told these incidents to his
cal expres smbers, he had referred his guru from Agra-Mathura as Panditji to
This creats “w Xartikeya Chandra. This is of historical importance that the
1e North In ¥ Bishnupur Gharana liesin Agra-Mathura which were included in
t that not Mondal which proved in earlier part of this article. Braja Mandal
ence in the place of mythical Krishna, was also famous as anancient

ndian music. There were resemblance of Jaidev's Gitgobinda In
% music because the guru of Ramshankar was influenced by the
* Srajadham and Ramshakar inherited it from him.t had
= with the singing style of Gitagobinda. Later Ramshankar's

ne rich hes

Gharana
from the
e Seni

rious rooe aetramohan learnt Gitagobinda from him and he wrote in his
ir Gharan: ®8& The simplicity, the philosophy of the compositions were
ctions spes e featuresin Bishnupur music. The guru of Ramshankar had to be
upon as e these qualities in the Bishnupur Gharana., It is important to
tury, Bis - #he mention of Giatgobinda proved that the guru was
1teenth ¢ by faith. The Gitgobinda demands more appraisal because
ime that learnt it from Ramshankar in the form of dhrupad. It
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means Bishnupur had some influence of Vaishnavism which pr
came from the guru of Agra —Mathura region..It only indicates a re
that the dhrupad form of Gitgobinda which Kshetramohan learnt
Ramshankar ,was originally belonged to a Vaisnavite musician of the
Mathura region.

Now | move to the second section of this article that the arri
Bishnupur Gharana in Calcutta as the title sueggsts.The migrati
musicians into the city of Calcutta continued through the century
was part of the general process of artistic relocation. But, this did not
that connections with Bishnupur were entirely disrupted or that
cultural influence exerted by the city was disappearing. In fact.
circulation of musicians and musical ideas continued to move
the traditional axis of Bardhaman, Coochbihar,Mahishadal in Medirs
Krishnanagar, etc as | mentioned it earlier. And thereby giving curre
theideaof a unitary cultural model, to which performers always
occasion to refer, It was during this time that Hindustani music
experienced including marginalization of late feudal nawabiand jami
networks and structures of patronage grounded in the aristocratic
and estate spread throughout North India. The central climate fo
under the paramountcy of the British raj .The growth of metropoliss
Calcutta, the creation of a new stratum of indigenous wealth
colonialism, the activities of the new patron groups amongst mer
and other wealthy classes challenged the pre-existing ways of patro
music. Atthe same time these conditions also came to provide a
of new opportunities for musicians. By the end of the nineteenth ce
many musicians started to seriously engage with the luc
opportunities that this new patronage offered in and around
expanding colonial metropolis. This significant geographical
cultural shifts from regional centres to the metropolis gene
services of equally profound consequences in Hindustani classical
and for the musicians. ., It is a fact that today's Kolkata {Calcutta)
included in the jamindari of the Sabarna Chowdhury. The Sheths
Basaks were the leaseholders of two villages named Sutanuti
Govindapur which originally belonged to the Sabarnas, Therefore
Sheths and Basaks were the f irst aristocrats of Calcutta. They
valshnavites .Several festivals like Rasha, Dolyatra, Janmashtami |
ceremony of Srikrishna) were celebrated by them with pomp
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which probab seur. Kirtan was sung there. But to locate the place of Hindustani
Icates a relatic beal music we have to look into history of the rich and aristocrat
aan learnt fros =5 of Calcutta from seventeenth century to the first half of twentieth
cian of the Ag Sry. Some examples of such families of Calcutta aregiven bellow......
iaghata :- Thakur family, the family of Ramlochan Ghosh, family
Saraprasad  Bandopadhyay, family of Baishnabdas Mallick,
ko — Thakur, Mallick /Singha etc, Shobhanazar Jfamily of Raja
ishna Dev,Paikpara — the Singha family, Simulia — the house of
22bu and Latubabu, Darjipara —The Guha family, Jhamapukur —the
Thanthania — The Chakraborti family,Nimtala — the Mitra
Pyari Chand Mitra),Bhawanipur- Mitra family (Padmapukur). .

AUpur maestros in the city of Calcutta:

nineteenth century onwards we see that the Bishnupur gharana
%0 spread from many diversified angles. Kings after Raghunath
e.i the reign of Gopal Singh (1712 - 1748) Chaitanya Singh
2802) and Madhab Singh (ascended throne at 1802), the glorious
SShnupur came to an end. It was such amiserable condition that,
adhab Singh failed to pay the yearly tax of Bishnupur

at the arrival
he migration
the century as
his did not mes
ted or that t#
. In fact, o
to move ale
[al in Medinig
JIving curren
ners always
ustani musici
abiand jaming
iristocratic cos

| climate fa L $3ja of Bardhaman Tejchand bought some parts of it's in 1806
retropolis suc of Madhab Sing, Gopal Sing llwas decided to get rupees four
us wealth u % & mere stipend. After his death (1876) his two sons
1ongst mercar @ and Ramkishore received two hundred rupees as allowance.

ays of patronk
) provide a

i was that time, when the Bishnupur music moves out of the
‘world of the Bishnupur state into a larger public domain. It

ineteenth ce i dimensional cultural sphere, where no single event can be
th the luc Bt inaugural moment. In all likelihood, it came together in bits
and around = i the culmination of several minor histories. Ramkeshab
jeographical #y= (1809-1850) was one of them who brought successfully the
‘'opolis genes £nool to the city of Calcutta. He was engaged in various
ani classical n Behas. (Musiccircle) He firstintroduced theinstrument of Esraj
ita (Calcuttal = Ramkeshab was first appointed as a dhrupad singer at the
y. The Sheths @ochbihar. He was also very famous in the city of Calcutta

ned Sutanuti trich and influenced men in Calcutta at that time were great
1as, Therefon r: Every evening was enchanted with music especially
cutta. They 12ppa . Ramkeshab was engaged at the Sangeet Sabha
anmashtami & Satubabu (Ashutosh dev) and Latubabu (Pramathanath
\ with pom dulal Sarkar.Another successful singer of Bishnupur was
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Keshablal Chakraborty. He was engaged in the court of another rich
Calcutta Taraknath Pramanik.Famous singer Ramapati Bandopa
from Chandrokona of Medinipur learnt from Rams
Bhattacharya and was attached to Thakurs of Jorasanko for
years. Here | would like to mention famous industrialist Seth Dooli
and Shyamlal kshetri who were great petrons of classical music in
Calcutta. Simultaniously another flow of Awadhi musical tradition
prevalledin the city with the arrival of the deported king Nawab Waj
Shah in 1858. He had brought along with him 105 musicians and 2
court was created in his Metiabruj palace.Many singers of Calcutta
eagerto perform infront of the king,a true lover of music.

Culture was then in the process of reshaping itself out of the cri
identify that was felt intellectually and morally, when the impact
West had disturbed country's centuries old apathy and unconcern.
oceans untranquil quest symbolized her journey towards self reall
and self expression. The articulation of a self conscious cultural
may be identified to these four events. Like researching the
manuscripts and publishing new books in Bengali language, int
Bengali language in writing songs especially in dhrupad frame, comi
famous Gurus from different corners of the country to Calcutts
the musical tradition of the small courts were getting exposurs
newly acclaimed centres as | mentioned it earlienNow,in the
researching and writing books, Kshestramohan Goswami, the Bi
maestro had achieved a remarkable position.

The need to invoke that past become increasingly sharper as the n
faced the moral crisis Implicit in the fact of colonial subjugation
public / cultural domain, and it raised about the quality and pote
India's heritages. An upshot of this complex pursuit of self disc
the production of a derived discourse on music and performing
discourse that ultimately conjoined with nationalism to a p
national cultural project. This hinged on discovering the t
subsequently investing it with attributed of classicism and antiqul
while striving to locate it within @ modern context. Kshetramohan
regarded as the pathfinder of this particular subject, although he
the first person whose work published for the first time.

Bengalisation of classical music, that is assimilating the classical me
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rich man senificant and commendable job done by the artists of that time. It is
dopadh ortant that this was first Institutionalised by Ram Shankar
amshank: 'charya of Bishnupur gharana. Due to the writing of Bengali

for mas Sishes, itwas published and popularizedinthecontinent.Averyclose
Doolicha: 491 was connected with the classical music and the Bengalis by the

2in colo @l dhrupad and bandishes, Not only Ramshankar, getting influenced
adition *m, many of his disciples composed Bengali songs, As a result of this, a
b Wajed number of songs accumulated in Bishnupur gharana and this
and a sns on was also achieved considerable amount of fame and respect
lcutta we mentioned scenario.
= fact finding process, | tried to understand and show the main
he crisis =etories which shaped the regional ups and downs of classical music's
pact of : history and borrowed this form of classical music (dhrupad) in the
ncern, ¥ o Calcutta,that is the Bishnupur gharana and its emergence in
f realizat 2. There was no obstruction or break in the continuity in this
ural proj flow.In the intervening years between the emergence of
8 the #UF court and the coming of Bishnupur gharana into the city of
introdug &, the cultural capital of the country, the trend to assemble and
coming classical music idiom gathers momentum, This while
alcutta

=3 ding the accessories of an older or earlier repertojre registered a
phasis in terms of Presentation and musical values making it
sy attractive and accessible for Iater communities of patrons and
=rs. However the shift from eighteenth to nineteenth century or if
about Bishnupur court to the Calcutta city was by no means

sure to
the ares
+ Bishm

he new =d only a space was created for codified and specialised musical
gation i S There was a rapture at multiple levels in terms of patronage,
potenti # modes of consumptions and signification leading to what
scove @ 3s reinvention of the tradition. Behind the process of

ming o¥
a parte
2 tradi
itiquity
ohan &
h he ws

% the tradition was 3 formation of a new social identity around
4 middle class of colonial Bengal. As an Integral part of its self
Bis class attempted to straddle the world of tradition that it had
oped to retrieve the world of modernity that colonial education
stration promised. On the other hand we can say that, the new
cultural sphere had been started from this particular point
#Sic enters in the public sphere.The processing was inspired
By the kings of Bishnupur and sometimes under the guidance

Aoy Bhattacharya the guru of Bishnupur gharana, and most




importantly by the new patrons thatis the rich men, the mercantile cla
Calcutta.

We can conclude here that the Bishnupur tradition enhanced
enreichd the Classical music of Calcutta and was a great reinforceme
the nineteenth century Bengal Renaissance.The maestros gradually
eager patrons in many courts of Bengal.In this way was accompli
what may be called the “conquest of Bengal",which eventhe Mallaraj
Bishnupur would have never dreamt of in course oftheirlongreign.
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Heterogeneous Catalysis: Use of Inorganic Porous
Solids

Dr Suparna Banerjee
Department of Chemistry

[Abstract : Heterogeneous catalysis can occur in a different way, There
sevaral examples of heterogeneous catalysis. The Catalytic effic
determines the catalytic transformation of small molecules
heterogeneous condition. Porous nature is of vital importance In this
of catalysis. Synthesis of zeolites and other porous materials are ca
out and its characterization done. Shape selectivity also plays a vital r
this sort of synthesis.]

Background : The term “Catalysis” was first coined by Berzelius (
1. Berzelius, Jber. Chem. 1835, 15, 237), labir- Arab alchemist in
Century converted Alcohol Ether (mineral acid), J. W. D&

Professor of chemistry at the University of Jena, reported in July
“that finely divided platinum powder causes hydrogen gas to react
oxygen gas by mere contact to water whereby the platinum itself is
altered”. (). W. Débereiner, Schweigg. J. 1823,39,1.)

In 1900 Wilhelm Ostwald proposed its valid definition : “A catalyst
substance which affects the rate of a chemical reaction without
partofitsend products”. (W. Ostwald, Phys. 2.1902, 3,313)

L]
energy

Catalysis

Reactants and catalyst
insingle phase




sus Catalysis (solid-gas / solid-liquid)
Jon of reactants to the surface of the catalyst (internal surface)
prption of the reactants on the surface (chemisorption)

ion on the surface
seotion or diffusion of the products from the interior of the solid

tion is Why Heterogeneous system is more desirable?

pvery and reuse

W separation from reaction mixture (only by filtration). Possible to
# in cycle without any loss of activity

n this! <tness of catalysts : Increased stability of active-sites

e tivity : Solid matrix gives opportunity to increase the selectivity

saction products

Examples of heterogeneous catalysis

® -
@S

*

1 : Ag
e I LRI |
CTatiyst
I ==
’
(CH b
Petrol

sok: Heterogeneous Catalysis and Applications, G. C. Bond, OUP,
# 1987, Catalytic Chemistry, B. C. Gates, Wiley, NY, 1992)

on of Catalytic Efficiency

% rate of any gas-solid or gas-liquid catalyzed reaction can be
ged as: rate=k fic)

sefficient will change as the prevailing conditions of the reaction
pr., surface concentration etc.)

pl-E7/RT)

Slycd
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E'isthe apparentactivation energy nottrue activation energy

Concn., of reactant at the surface will be temp. dependent
H Turnover number/frequency (TON/TOF)
TOF = (No. of moles of the product)/(No. of moles of active sites = T

Typical TOF of enzymes : Chymotrypsin- 10's’, Urease- 10's’,
1
s

Catalytic transformation of small molecules in heterogeneous cos
10°-10's

Molecular world under STM

Real time movie of formation of () STM snapshots of O atorns at 300K on & Pl
monolayerof axygan on Pt{111) surface (k) STM micro-graph showing monolayer of ox

v
s e :
: ﬂ STM Image showing chemisorbed oxygen atoms and molecuies
: CO+0 3 O,

Catalytic converter [n auto exhalst

G. Ertl, Reactions at Solid Surfaces , John Wiley & Sons, Hoboken,

WHY POROUS?

1) Toincrease the surface area 2) To get better site isolation s
active centers

3) Toincrease the selectivity of the products
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Meso T Maere I

Ciasses of Porous Materials

Microporous

-'a Fusuis gy pind Olam
A /)

cicm l

o

50 100

orphous Mi
al-organic Frameworks

ptkamp (Eds), Han
_Handbook of Mo

a P11y
of caygen 5 B
g
L q\:‘;u/)
nolecules 1 -{) ‘\&'

1

5t
a+ )x/n[AIXSI
shites can be

noken, 2008

ditions.

isolation of are connecte

sewaorks
lar Sieves

pore size » 4-14 A

Orous noporous

pore size 2 15-200 A (1.5-20 nm)

Macroporous
pore size > 200 A

500 1000

ck, Zeolite Molecular Sieves, WileY,

mal Chemistry of Zeolites,
dbook of Porous

jecular Sieves, Reinho

les are aluminosilicate clay
erals available on the earth
General formula
v02x+2le--zH20
synthesized in the
sratory under HYDROTHERMAL

croporous Metallosilicates

New York, 1974 R. M. Barrer,
Academic Press, NY, 1982 ;F Schiith,
solids, VCH, 2002 (5 vols.); R.
id, New York, 2002)

Zeolites/Molecular Sieves

C‘BOOO
® &

o o &

secondary Bullding Unit (58U)

d to each other

. form 2D sheet orf 3D porous
to form Zeolites oOf



- Sodalite Cage |

Natural analogue Fauj

Mordenite ZSM-5 ( Zeolite Socony Mabil)

Hydrothermal Synthesis of Zeolite

Silica Source
4 ——> Homogeneous Gel
Alumina Source ﬁ

Alkali / NaOH

AUTOCLAVE <

Crystalline product ﬁ
Calcination
Structure directing agent
Zeolite/Molecular sieve Organic Template
Characterization

IR spectra ——">  Framework vibration bands (Al-O-5i)
X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) == Identification, Phase purity, integrity of the
N, sorption measurement =———>> Surface area, pore volume, pore dimension

Brinsted and Lewis Acidity of nosilica

H g
i 0 Heat) |
—SI—0-Ar0-5i— F=———= — —o-Al—o-éi—
[ I W [
En Si
Bronsted acid Lewis acid
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sites are exchangeable and can be used toinsert any metal cation
smino silicates/zeolites.

Molecular traffic control (Shape sgleg;iv];y]

4 used in the alkylation of toluene by methanol to form only paro-
although methanol can provide methyl groups to produce all three

1)

aar' 'para’ leaves the channel readily but the angular ortho- or
isomers do not.

Encapsulation of active sitesin zeolite;
unctional mimic of metalioe e

g systems frustrate formation of inactive p-oxo dimer and destruction
ads by encapsulating active sites in protein mantle

_kSubstrate

A

Active
e Site

Copper containing enzyme
Galactose Oxidase




Amongst inorganic materials, zeolites and molecular sieves
structurally enzyme. These cages and/or pores may be used for
areaction by immobilizing an active site ( metal complex)

Ship-in-the-Bottle" Synthesis

8 o2 | 4 i
Professor G. D. Stucky, University of California, Santa Barbara col
term “Ship-in-the-Bottle” synthesis for this process - Encapsulaty

metal complexin the zeolite cavity.

Template synthesis route

Tan-exchange
NaY Zealite MNnd

A anlt in H,O [ee M = CullD)]

Camplex
fermation

Ligand (L) iu
molten state
or lis sebution

MIL-NaY
Zeolite Synthesis route

Silica source
+ water HomogeneousAlumina Gelatinous
— —_— =
Alka stirr solution source slurry
+
Metal complex

Hydrothermal con

Centrifugation  C line
Hybrid = rysta

catalyst Saxhlet extraction solid
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Schemelll
lyst derived by encapsulating metal complexes in Y-zeolite matrix

o

e
/N

Stucky et al have encapsulated iron
Phthalocyanin e complex in Y-zeolite
matrix to mimic catalytic oxidation
properties of cytochorme P-450
Chem. Commun. (1986) 1521.

F

e
4
%

4

capsulation of metal Schiff-base complex in zeolite

%ﬁ zif?
S

H,

Dioxygen can also be activated by [Co{Medpt)] complex
(P. A, Jacobs et al, Angew. Chem, 33 (1594) 431)

pyridyl complex encapsulated into Y-zeolite Oxidation of alkene
D.{P.A.Jacobs etal, Nature, 369 (1994) 543)
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Is Light The Solution To Energyproblem? ree
Ratna Bandyopadhyay
Department of Chemistry

[Abstract : Energy problem is by far the most important challenge
mankind faces today, with limited fossil fuel resources. A renewable ans
environment friendly source of energy Is the need of the hour. One of the
potential approaches is the solar cell using a perovskite structurs
compound, most commanly a hybrid organic-inorganic lead or tin halick
based material, as the light-harvesting active layer. The overall system is
combination of a solar cell and an electrolyzer where the eper
generated by sunlight is utilised in splitting water molecules to gene
hydrogen as the cleanest fuel till date.]

The United Nations has declared 2015 os the Year of Light. This article &
dedication to the world wide awareness on the importance of light ¢
light induced reactions which would help mankind to dwell in @
sustainable enviranment.

The reason that light is so important for our understanding of
Universe is because light interacts with matter, and that interaction &
tell us a great deal about the nature of the matter. Thus, we m
understand the interaction of light with matter.

Photochemistry is concerned with the chemical effects of light. Gene
this term Is used to describe a chemical reaction caused by absorptic
ultraviolet (wavelength from 100 to 400 nm), visible light (400-750n
infrared radiation (750 - 2500 nm. Photochemical reactions are valuat

organic and inorganic chemistry because they proceed differently
thermal reactions. Many thermal reactions have their photoche

counterpart. Photochemical paths offer the advantage over thes
methods of forming thermodynamically more favoured prod
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ing large activation barriers in a short period of time, and allowing
ty otherwise inaccessible by thermal processes, Everyday
es include photosynthesis, degradation of plastics or farmation of
D with sunlight. In the case of photochemical reactions, light
ges the activation energy, The absorption of a photon of light by 3
molecule may also permit a reaction to occur not just by bringing
le to the necessary activation energy, but also by changing the
ry of the molecule's electronic configuration, enabling an
lenge e inaccessible reaction path. Some photochemical reactions are
wabhle =l orders of magnitude faster than thermal reactions; reactions as
One of = 107 seconds and associated processes as fast as 107" seconds are
structis shserved. Photo polymerization reactions are commonly presented
“tin hales Bonging to a green technology characterized by low electrical power

and energy requirements, low temperature operation and no
he ens ¥= organic compounds release (solvent-free systems). In Industrial
{0 genen 5. such as .radiation curing, imaging, microelectronics, medicine or
B various and very different applications of light are found e.g,, in
=<, varnishes, paints, adhesives, graphic arts, printing plates, laser

imaging, computer-to-plate technology, holographic optical
is arti mts or tooth repair.
of light

" nst challenging task that mankind faces today is to find an
na

gtive source of energy that would be both renewable as well as
mentally benign. The search started quite a few decades back but
2 definite solution. Hydrogen (H,) being the most abundant element
sanest fuel remains the most coveted choice of scientists. Unlike
bon fuels, such as oil, coal and natural gas, where carbon dioxide
ser contaminants are released into the atmosphere when used,
fuel usage produces only pure water (H,0) as the by-product.
unately, pure hydrogen does not exist naturally on Earth and
Bre must be manufactured.

ding of
eraction
15, we r

at. Genen
ihsorptie
J-750n
re valuabls
ferently ¢
hotoche
over the
ed prod

ir 3 century, splitting water molecules into hydrogen and oxygen
slactrolysis has been well known, Theoretically, this technology can
8 to produce an unlimited amount of clean and renewable hydrogen
» power a carbon-free world. However, in practice, current
tial electrolysis technologies require (a) expensive electricity, and
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(b) highly purified water to prevent fouling of system components. 2
are the major barriers to affordable production of renewable hydrog=
it turns out, Mother Nature has been making hydrogen using sunlights
the beginning of time by splitting water molecules (H,0) into its &
elements - hydrogen and oxygen. Thisis exactly what plant leaves do &
day using photosynthesis. Since the produced hydrogen is imm TolE
consumed Inside the plant, we can't simply grow trees to make hyd gf
If technology can be developed to mimic photosynthesis to split wats
hydrogen, then a truly sustainable, low cost, and renewable energy
can be created to power the Earth for millenniums. However, €0
been the biggest barrier to realizing this vision.

In the process of splitting a water molecule, input energy is trans
into the chemical bonds of the resulting hydrogen molecule. Soiness
manufactured hydrogen is simply a carner or battery-like storage &
input energy. If the input energy is from fossil fuels, such as oil 2
then dirty carbon fossil fuel energy is simply transferred into hyd
the Input energy is renewable such as solar and while the concept o
splitting is very appealing, the following challenges must be address
renewable hydrogen to be commercially viable:

Energy Inefficiency — Since hydrogen is an energy carrier, the most
it can store is 100% of the input energy. However, conventional s
approach to electrolysis lose so much of the Input energy in

components, wires and electrodes that only a fraction of
electricity actually makesitinto the hydrogen molecules. This transs
high production cost and is the fundamental problem with water
for hydrogen production.

Need for Clean Water —Conventional electrolysis requires highly
clean water to prevent fouling of system components. This 2=
current technology from using the large quantities of free wats
oceans, rivers, industrial waste and municipal waste as feedstock.

One way to make hydrogen using sunlight is to use a solar panel s
electricity and then use that electricity to powera commercial elec
that splits water, forming hydrogen and oxygen. But combining

panel and the electrolyzer in one device might be cheaper &
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#icient. The electrons produced when light hits a photovoltaic material
4 facilitate chemical reactions, and the capital costs of one machine
suld likely be lower than the cost of two. Forsome time now researchers
ave shown that they could approach 15 to 25 percent efficiency if they
mbined two solar cell materials in such a system. One solar cell would
ar half of the water-splitting reaction—forming hydrogen. The other

d form oxygen.

» hydrogen part is pretty much solved now, but researchers have had
suble with the oxygen half. The most efficient solar cell materials for this
tion (silicon, for example) quickly corrode, The researchers discovered
they could make silicon last for days, rather than just a few hours, by
ing it with a protective layer of nickel just two-billionths of a meter
fek. The materials split water for three days before the researchers
ooed the experiment to examine the materials for damage. They found

e very popular material as absorber of solar light, methyl ammonium
3 trl halide (CH,NH,PbX,, where X Is a halogen atom such as lodine,
ine or chlorine), with an optical band gap between 1.5 and 2.3 eV
sending on halide content has been found to increase the efficiency of
rogen production. Formamidinum lead tri halide (H.NCHNH,PbX,) has
shown promise, with band gaps between 1.5and2.2eV. Acommon
w=rn is the Inclusion of lead as component . Solar cells based on tin-
o4 absorbers such as CH,NH,Snl, have also been reported with lower
sency, These compounds are perovskite structured compounds and
passociated with solar cells. A perovskite solar cell is a type of solar cell

includes a perovskite structured compound, most commonly a

sd organic-inorganic lead or tin halide-based material, as the light-
ssting active layer. Solar cell efficiencies of devices using these

srials have increased from 3.8%in 2009 to 20.1% in 2015, making this
#astest-advancing solar technology to date. . Their high efficiencies and
o roduction costs make perovskite solar cells a commercially attractive
{ eloctn :,wlth start-up companies already promising moduleson the market

1al
in s

ter sg

thly pe
lis pre

k.

4 be a while before the materials are used in commercial hydrogen
-tion. To achieve the needed efficiencies, the materials would still
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need to be incorporated into a system that uses two solar cells.
remaining question is how long the materials can last. To be econ
system would have to run for at least five years.
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Study of the temperature dependent NMR
spectroscopy-A student friendly approach
Dr. Bireswar Mukherjee

Department of Chemistry
nderstanding
losed Solar

ka, Tsutomu NMR is undoubtedly the most versatile of all the spectrosco
ght Sensitizers wes like UV IR & MS etc because it embraces the widest range
Society 131 sals: liquid & solid, organic & inorganic compounds. NMR techniqt

advanced dramatically in the past few years and area now mi
| than before. In our discussion we mainly focus our attention
ant variation of NMR technique: the temperature depend
the determination of structure, conformation & configuratior
{2004), "Hydr inorganic molecules.]
". CS5A lllu

30.7487
has been extensively used in field of Synthetic Organic Chemis

sophisticated techniques like DEPT, COSY, NOESY etc have bt
swely used in advanced research laboratories. One of the well kno
ue |s the information obtained from the temperature depend;
Here are the few applications of the study of variable temperat
nt NMR procedure and their brief analyses.

n of CH,Cl, both isomers exist together in equilibrium in solutii
on NMR spectrum of mixture of 1&2 is illustrated in Figure-1.

123




. .
Comenat Wilt, Bolorarmat o THE

Figure-1

At40°C, only an averaged signal is seen for ortho, metoand para p
the phenyl groups. At -65 ‘C, however, interconversion of the |
slows and two sets of the phenyl protons are seen. One set has very
chemical shifts arise from the paramagnetic tetrahedral isomer |
with a subscript T) and another set from the diamagnetic square
isomer (labeled with a subscript S), The chemical shifts of the
lines assigned to the tetrahedral Isomer are very large owing
isotropic shift. This can arise, in part, from delocalization of
electrons from the metal ion onto the co-ordinated ligands. 100Mz
NMR spectra of 1 & 2 in CD,CI, as a function of temperature is re
Figure-1. Resonance for the paramagnetic tetrahedral isomer (T)
the diamagnetic square planar isomer (S) are frozen out
temperature, while only an average of those resonances (A)isob
room temperature. A great deal of information can be obtai
isotropically shifted NMR spectra. In this case the free energy
equilibrium:

Sl
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planer Complex(S=0) = Tetrahedral Complex (S=1)

measured aswellas the rate constant and activation parameters for
erization. Further, the mechanism of the rearrangement can be

n be measured by NMR methods. The

cis & trans isomerization ca
d is related to the symmetry of thetwo

for the efficacy of the metho
ereomers as in the case of 3&4.

3 Fy CH,
4 i

cis- and prans-{RU(FC—CO—CH=CO—CHy)]

3 has a C, axis to the CH, groups leading to the

sted, the cis isomer-
d should give rise to a single resonance line in




On the other hand, the trans isomer has only a pseudo-C, axis and

the CH, groups is magnetically different. Three resonance lines s

therefore be observed. This is indeed the case for the cis & trans. 100

NMR spectrum of isomers 3 & 4 (Figure-2) in equilibrium mixture of

CDCI,) at 30 “Cis reported. The three methyl resonance lines for the ¢
isomer are marked with a 't'. The chemical shifts (in Hz) are very |

because the ligand is co-ordinated to the paramagnetic center Ru(lll}
higher temperature, the rate of cis & trans isomerization becomes
rapid and the methyl groups swap environment so rapidly that they are

longer differentiated by the NMR spectrometer. The previously diff
methyl signal lines collapse to a single line. Thus, the NMR spectr

can be used to derive the rates of isomerization at various temperat
between the limits of very slow and very rapid isomerization.

The first thoroughly studied example of olefin rotation about a metat

olefin bond axis is in (n*-C,H,)Rh(C,H,), (See 5):

49" (079 secd

b 100 Wz ————
g “”.M
9° (0.007% see)

Figure-3
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ion of its temperature dependent 'H-NMR spectrum s gwen |

axis and eac .

ce lines shot we-3, At about -20 °C, the structure of the molecules is static by N
trans. 100 ia l.e,, the olefins are rotating so slowly that the spectrometer is ab

n mixture of stinguish the various proton environments. One set of protons

led with 'o'i.e. outer proton and otherset of proton labeled with 1.

1es for the
proton. Outer protons are much more deshielded by the ring currer

) are very | -
-enter Ru(lll) % of aromatic cyclopentane ring whereas inner proton fall on thi
' becomes ng zone and there by upfield. The 60 MHz ‘H-NMR spectrum of 5/

=tone as a function of temperature is reported in the Figure-3. On
#efinic protans are shown, At lower temperature, outer & inn
s are cleanly visible. However, as the temperature increas
2 rotation about the metal-olefin bond axis causes all of tl
ene protons to become magnetically equivalent and the separa
wollapse to a single line. The chemical shift value is the average of t!
#tad lines.
# the most thoroughly studied exchange reaction is the scrambling
Bnage and terminal methyl groups in dimeric trimethyl aluminum
alogous organo aluminum compounds.

M

‘that they are s
viously diffe: "

\bout a metak

C\Al/ °\A]’Mc° . MC\M/Me; l,Me
B M Me” N o=
Me ¢ ¢ Me Me

Figure-4




At room temperature, the proton NMR spectrum of 6 Is reportes
4in toluene. Spectrum shows a single resonance line for all

but cooling to -40 °C and finally to -65 “C causes the line to spit
resonance lines one at higher field for the terminal methyl gro

at lower field for the bridging groups. Various mechanism
proposed for the rearrangement.

Valance tautomerization can be best studied by the t

dependent NMR. For instance, the NMR spectrum of Benzene
Oxepin (7a&7b) gives a great deal of information about the equili

o] S
O =
et L \e

b

Figure-5

At room temperature, the tautomers are In equilibrium with appre
amounts of both isomers in the equilibrium mixture. The NMR spe
a complex one showing 'weighted average' signals from the protons in
rapidly (asshown in Figure-5) interconverting tautomers.
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adout -80 °C, the signals broaden and eventually separate into new
which can be assigned to protons for individual tautomers. The

the a-hydrogens at low temperatures is shown in Figure-5. The
peak which appears at about 6 5.0 in the spectrum run at -87 °C
ts an average for the a-hydrogen in the rapidly inter converting
rs. As the temperature is lowered, the signal becomes more
e and below-113 °C, it separates into two new signals at 8 5.7 & 54.
can be assigned to the a-protons in oxepin and benzene oxide

ely.
well documented temperature study is in cis-trans equilibrium

=L, H,),Fe,(CO)..




The protons of the cyclopentadienyl rings appear at different pos!
the cis and trans Isomers (8a&8b), At lower temperaturs
intercoversion is slowed thus we see two separate signals (Figure-6).

Other examples are the case of intercoversion of fluxional m
(C,H,),Ti, study of restricted rotation of N,N-dimethyl fo

rotational conformer of 1,2-dibromo ethane, chair-boat conformat
cyclohexane system and the study of “F-NMRof conformers of
difluoro-l,tdlbromo-z,z-dichloroethane.
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tions Fuel Cells: A brief Review
;;e, : Dr. Lina Paria
el Department of Physics
‘ma
nation
s of
: : The eventual drying up of the world's petroleum resources, as
25 It's environmental impact had become a much stronger point
g the world towards sustainable energy. Hydrogen also a form of )
cal energy can be used in fuel cells to produce electricity, heat and
distilled water. These fuel cells produce no air pollutants causing
5 global warming. So hydrogen as a “zero emission" chemical fuel is
'S way to becoming a major, environmental friendly, sustainable,
g Wi wable component of the world's energy mix for both transportations
Hationary applications. Various types of fuel cells and their
=tions are reviewed in this article. )
v+Mc GE Buction:

=lis are electrochemical devices that convert the chemical ensrgy
into the electrical energy, In a typical fuel cell, a gaseous fuels are
inuously to the anode, and oxidant (i.e. Oxygen from air) are fad
ly to the cathode, the chemical reaction take place at the
@es produce the electric current. A fuel cell with similar
ents differ from a typical battery in several respects. The battary i
£y storage device in which maximum avallable energy depends on
sical reactants stored within the battery itself. When the chemica:

s are fully consumed, the battery will cease to produce electrica
In a secondary battery the reactants are regenerzted by
%3, the energy is supplied to the battery from an external source
in the fuel cells, as long as the fuels and oxidants are supplied 1=
Itrode, it is capable of producing the electricity, but the
bon or malfunction of the components limits the practical
life of fuel cells.

—
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There are various types of fuel cells, [1-3] whereas all of them €=
anode, cathode and an electrolyte. The anode contain catalysts
causes the fuel {usually hydrogen) 10 undergo oxidation res
create hydrogen ions lor protons) and electrons. The electro
allows the positively charged hydrogen ions to move from anode
cathode side, whereas electrons are drawn from anode to =
through an external circuit producing the direct current. At the ==
the cathode catalyst tums the hydrogen ions, electrons, and o

formwater.

Types of Fuel Cells:
Fuel cells are classified by the type of electrolytes used in the cell ¥
the main electrolyte types are alkali, phosphoric acid, molten carss
proton exchange membrane (PEM) and solid oxide. The first thres
liquid electrolytes and the lasttwoare solids.

proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cells (PEMFCs):

proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell also known as Polymer Elect

Membrane (PEM) fuel cell consists of electrodes (anode, cat
excellent proton conducting polymer membrane as electrolyte. A 5t
of pure hydrogen fuel is supplied to the anode side of the mems
electrode assembly, where the catalyst (p
proton and electron. The proton travels through the polymer me
to reach the cathode, and the electron reaches the cathode side thie
an external circuit giving the electric current. Stream of oxygen 15 sups
to the cathode side where these oxygen molecules react with the prs
and electron to form water with the help of the cathode catalyst (PL
The reactions at the anode and cathode sides are given below (1]. A

anode: H, 2H +2e
At the cathode : —;— 0,+ M +2¢ > H0

The schematicdiagram of atypical PEM fuel cellisshownin Fig.1l.
Because of its compactness, light weight and first start up time, the PE
is a prime candidate for vehicle (transportation application, like cars
buses) and other mobile applications of all sizes down 10 maoblle phe
PEMFCs for buses, which use compressed hydrogen for fuel, can operss

upto40% efficiency-
132
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perating temperature

. PEM FUEL CELL
B generally 60-100°C. Elecyical Cument
ater produced in this cell
4 Excoes [ Water and
be evaporated Fuel Heat Out

sly at the same rate as it
ked to get the constant
output. So water
sgement is a very difficult
in PEM systems. Many
nies are working on
Jues to reduce cost in a
&y of ways including
ng the amount of
m needed in each
dual cell. The first metal
electro catalyst using
g=d carbon nanotubes are
0 3 ed in 2011 [4], which
. Astr 2 be less than 1% the cost Fig.1
stinum and are of equal or
mor performance. Individual fuel cells produce relatively small
nical potentials, about 0.7 volts, so to deliver the desired amount of
"8y, the fuel cells can be combined in series to yield higher voltage.
™ a design is called a fuel cell stack. PEM fuel cells were used In the
secraft by NASA,

phoric Acid Fuel Cell (PAFC) :

phoric acid (H,PO,) (retained in a SiC matrix) is used as electrolyte in
sphoric Acid Fuel Cells (PAFC) to pass the hydrogen ions from anode to
hode side. The electrons produced at the anode travels through the
amal circuit giving directly the electric current. Platinum is used as the
seirode catalyst to enhance the ionisation of the fuels. PAFC normally
s in temperatures of 150°C to 200°C and the efficiency of the cell is
40 - 50 %. The main disadvantage of the PAFC is that the acidic
petrolyte increases the corrosion of components exposed to phosphoric
3 [5]This type of fuel cell is typically used for stationary power
eration, but some PAFCs have been used to power large vehicles such
B City buses.

ode sk

cell.
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Alkaline Fuel Cell (AFC):

Alkaline Fuel cell also known as Bacon fuel cell is one of the mos
developed fuel cell which uses agueous KOH solution as electrolyte. The
electrolyte retained In a matrix (usually ashestos) and various electro
catalysts like Pt, NI, Ag, Nobel metal, metal oxides etc. can

be used [1]. The schematic diagram of an alkali fuel cell is shown in Fig
The chemical reactions in the cell are given below [1]

Atthe Anode: i +2(0H) > 2H,0+2e

At the cathode : —;—0, +HO+2e = 2(0H) ™

The operating temperature of this ALKNJBN‘E;&CELL
cell is between 120°C to 250°C and :
the efficiency is about 70 %. [6). The
AFC typically operate on pure
oxygen, or atleast purified air,
because of the presence of CO,
“poison” the cell by converting KOH
into potassium carbonate which do
block the pores of the cathode. NASA
used these AFC in Apollo-series
missions and on the Space Shuttle

since the mid-1960's [6].

solid Oxide Fuel Cell (SOFC) :

solid oxide fuel cells (as showninFig.3.)usea solld nonporous metal 8
(usually Y,0,- stabilised ZrO, ) electrolyte to conduct negative oxygen
(produced through the reduction of oxygen into OXygen ions)
cathode to the anode, where they can electrochemically oxidize the
in this reaction, 3 water by product is given off as well as electrons. ™
electrons then flow through an external circuit where they can do
The cycle then repeats as those electrons enter the cathode
again. SOFC works at very high temperature (500°C to 1000°C
expensive Pt catalyst is not needed in this cell, thereby reducing the
This cell is not vulnerable to the CO catalyst poisoning butis vulne
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POISONINE.

can be used in various devices
pe from vehicles to stationary
Brgeneration unitto produce

to 2 MW. The efficiency of
£ is about 60 % (6], but it can be
d to higher values by reusing the
produced in the cell. Because of
high working temperature, the
drocarbons such as, methane,
pane, butane and heavy
jocarbons such as gasoline,
g2l biofuel etc.can also be used as
rew rce of fuel in SOFC. The high
sency, long term stability, low
sssions, fuel flexibility and

atists are currently exploring the
ntial for developing lower-
wperature SOFCs.

siten Carbonate Fuel Cell (MCFC):

gten Carbonate Fuel Cell (as in
4] is an high temperature fuel
ich uses electrolyte composed
2 alkali (Na, K) carbonate salt
ained in a ceramic matrix LIAIO,.
these fuel cells operate at very
h temperature above 600°C so
precious metals can be used as
stro-catalyst, thus reducing the
. At this high temperature, the
bonate ions produced at the
ghode side travels through the
hly conductive molten salt. These

tal oxig
zen i
1s) fre
the
15.
do

0°C),
the --

SOFC FUEL CELL

Fig.3

sively low cost is the advantage of the SOFC. The main disadvantage is
§ the very high operating temperature results a longer start up time.

MOLTEN CARBONATE FUEL CELL

Sysogem d Coggem 1
N’ﬂ 1 ! @Q,
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alectrons at the anode. The electrons travel through the externa
providing electrical power along the way, and returnto the cathode

oxygen from the
air and €O, recycled from the anode react with the electrons to

ions. The chemical reactions aregiven below [1].
Attheanode: H,+€0,"~ > H,0 +Co+2e”

At the cathode : -;—o, +C0, 42 > €O, -

Molten carbonate fuel cells can reach efficiencies approaching
considerably higher than the 40-509% efficiencies of a phosphoric ac
cell plant. The fuel efficiency can be as high as 85% by reusing the
heat generated in this cell. Since MCFC's are not prone to CO and
poisoning , so they can also use the gases made from the coal as 2
having fuel flexibility. '

Due to the high operating temperature of MCFC, more energy-dense
can be converted into hydrogen inside the fuel through the |
reforming process, which also reduces cost. The main disadvantage
MCEC is that the corrosive electrolyte used, accelerate the com
breakdown which decreases the cell life. So work is being done to
corrosion resistant component to increase the cell life without dec
the performance.

Direct Methanol Fuel Cell (DMFC):

Most of the fuel cells are powered by hydrogen, which can be used di
or indirectly by reforming hydrogen-rich fuels such as methanol, et
and hydrocarbon fuels. Direct methanol fuel cells (DMFCs), however
powered by pure methanol, which is usually mixed with water anc
directly to the fuel cell anode. DMEC are often used in the portable d

like cell phone and laptop computers.

Benefits of Fuel Cell:
Fuel cells are much more energy efficient than the combustion engl
Fuel cells generate virtually no pollution, no toxins, no nitrogen
(NO,) no sulphur oxide{S0,) , or particulate matter, giving us a
cleaner, pollution free environment. There are many types of fuel
which can operate using pure hydrogen, natural gas, methanol, etha
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| gtc. thus having fuel flexibility. These cell can have various
ans — ranging from cell phones, to cars, to entire neighbourhood,
g the power from milll watts to megawatts. Fuel cells can also be

4 with other technologies, such as batteries, solar panel, wind

B3 etc,

: « It Is seen that each of the fuel cell is well-suited for specific
Eations, like large or small scale devices, as well as stationary or
z applications. But there is nosingle fuel cell technology which is well
@ for all the possible application. Each type of fuel cell has it's
s+aees and drawbacks compared to the other. So lot of work is being
1o make the fuel cell cheap and efficient enough to replace
snal ways of generating power | However the fuel cell market is
> and some research [7] has estimated that the stationary fuel cell

will reach 50 GW by 2020.
ences:
s Cells, A Handbook by I.H. Hirschenhofer, D.B. Stauffer, R.R.

tagleman : Gilbert/Cammonwealth, Inc.
4al Cells : From Fundamentals to Applications by S. Srinivasan :

SBN-13:978-0387-25116-5
smorrow's Energy: Hydrogen, Fuel Cells, and the Prospects for a
Cleaner Planet by Peter Hoffmann ; The MIT Press, Cambridge,
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http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/ 10.1021/ja1112904 journal Code=
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The Changing Status of The SC / ST Population in Ind
(1981-2011)

Dr. Pinaki Das , Jagabanhu Mandal and Surendranath Mandi
Department of Commerce

[Abstract : The present paper examines how the poorest sections
society in the Indian economy over the last few decades. It examines =
issue by contrasting the fortunes of the historically disadvantag
scheduled castes and tribes (SC/STs) In India with the rest of the ot
advantages caste. We have studied their own entitlement capital §
educational status, employment structure and asset holding. We s
also paid attention on out-come from their entitiement like consumps
expenditure and poverty. The key message is that education attain
rates have been converging across the two groups while SC/STs have
been switching occupations at increasing rates during this pe
Moreover, inter-generational education and income mobility rates
SC/STs have converged to non-SC/ST levels where as the consumgps
|evel of SC/STs have not converged to non-SC/ST level, Clearly, the last
years of major structural changes in India have seen a sharp improve
in the relative economic fortunes of these historically disadvants
social groups.]

Keywords: SCs, STs, Educational Status, Employment Structure, &
holding, Poverty and Consumption.

I. Introduction

Scheduled Castes {SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) were histors
economically backward, mostly very poor, concentrated in I
(mostly agricultural) occupations and primarily rural. Moreover, they
also subject to centuries of systematic caste-based discrimination
economically and socially, This was so endemic that the constituti
India aggregated these castes into a Schedule of the constitution
provided them with affirmative action cover in both education and
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employment. Indeed, this was viewed as a key component of
2 the ultimate policy goal of raising the social and economic
of the SCs and STs to the levels of the non-SCs and STs. A key goal
reservations policy was to make it easier for, say, the child of an
iate SC or ST farm worker living below the poverty line to get educated
fnd productive employmentina better paying occupation,

sodern India, vast quantities of research have documented caste-
»d inequalities in many dimensions of well-being, including income,
=ation, health and access to employment (Desai 2010). Some of the
t studies relating with caste disparities are reviewed here.

da & Mullick (2003) analyzed that the various forest policies induced
marginalization of the Adivasis. They were deprived from the natural
rce merely for the  government's revenue-yielding measure. After
2ia's independence the status quo remains same. The painful reality is
st so far as the monopoly over natural resources is concerned the Indian
ars were not different from the Britishers. The vested interest, the
thods of oppression and the basic ideology are remaining the same
um & Manthan 2002). The Adivasi rights over the natural resources
gere snatched away through various legislations.

bey (2010) using a unique panel data set for rural India covering the
1993/94 and 2004/05 tested the hypothesis that disadvantaged
woups (Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Muslims and 0BCs) fare
srse In terms of income levels when residing in villages dominated by
pper castes and whether the same groups fare better in own dominated
ages, Their results provide strong support for the oppression
nothesis and positive enclave hypothesis. In addition, and for all social
‘groups, a considerable positive externality from residing in upper caste
g minated villages was uncovered. The quantitative effects on income
Jevels, growth, povertyincidence and poverty persistence were discerned.

‘Desai and Dubey (2011) found that recent debates regarding inclusion of
caste in 2011 Census have raised questions about whether caste still
matters in modern India. Ethnographic studies of the mid-20" century
\dentified a variety of dimensions along which caste differentiation occurs.
At the same time, whether this differentiation translates into hierarchy
remains a contentious lssue as does the persistence of caste, given the
_economic changes of the past two decades. Using data from a nationally

1 publie
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representative survey of 41,554 households conducted in 2005,
examines the relationship between social background and &
dimensions of well-being. The results suggest continued persisss
caste disparities in education, income and social networks.

In respect of government policies and programs undertaken
development of tribal population Nathan and Xaxa (2012) discuss
ineffectiveness of Adivasis in two ways. He situated the problem of
development in the relational context of the larger political econs
India and its region. He identified appropriation of reso
allenation of land as crucial to the development problem of
Poverty or the lack of development of the Adivasis is then a res
outcome. Second crucial Issue is their isolation, both geographi
social, Development programs meant for tribes, it is assumed, fall 1
them as they live in geographical isolation. He argued that they ha
remained excluded from the fruits of development because o
ineffective implementation and inadequacy of development progr=

In this brief background the preset paper examines how the histos
disadvantaged scheduled castes and tribes (SC/STs) in Ingiz %
responded to the rapid changes in the Indian economy over the
decade In comparison with the rest of the other advantages castes
SC/STs).

Il. Trends of Educational Status of SCsand STs
Literacy Rate

The literacy rate of SCs and STs along with all castes taking togethe
shown in Table 1. Literacy rate of all castes categories increased from
per cent in 1981 to 73 percentin 2011. Literacy rate of both SCs and
India irrespective of sex also increased during 1981 to 2011. For 5Cs
rate increased from as low as 21.38 per cent to 56.49 per centand for &
Increased from 16.35 per cent to 49.52 per cent. That s, the rise of li
rate is relatively higher for SCs and STs. As result the literacy gap be
dll castes and SCs as well as all castes and STs gradually declined (Table 2
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1 Literacy Rate of SCs, STs and All Caste Catagories in India, 1981 to 2011

ALL sC ST
Mile Female Total | Male Female Total | Male Female Total
5638 29.76 4357 |3112 1063 21.38 | 2452 804 1635
‘e 54.13 3929 5221 |4991 2376 3741 | 2065 1819 296
l‘ 75.26 53.67 6484 | 6664 418 54,69 | 59.17 3476 471
#8090 6460 730 |6421 4833 56.49 | 5737 4158 4952

Cast Statistics 2010 and Census 2011
2 Literacy Gap of SCs and 5Ts from All Caste Categories

SC- ALL ST-ALL
A Male Female Total Male female TJotal
‘ : 25.26 18.83 22.19 3186 21.72 27.22
14.22 15.53 148 23.48 211 2261
8.:62 1177 10.15 16.09 18.91 17.74
f 16.69 16.27 16.51 2353 23.02 23.48
. Calculated from Table L
L literacy rate of SC/STs and non-SC/STs in latest three quinguennial

ds of National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) are also presented

Figure 1. The SC/STs literacy rate increased from 47.2 per cent to 62.2

(n cent in the last decade, that is, it increased by 15 percentage points.
as, in case of higher social classes (the non- SC/STs) it increased by

percentage points. The gap of the literacy rate between SC/STs and

SC/STs decreased gradually. It decreased from 14.6 per cent in 1899-

to 9.0 per cent in 2009-10. That is we find the converging trend of

::§' 5.7 cation attainment of SC/ STs and non-SC/STs.
' ST; i 1 Literacy Rate of SC/ST vis-a-vis Non-SC/ST and the Gap between
Cs the ,1999-200 to 2009-10
rSTsit A
teraq i 200
{
tween ! ) .
[e2).
% 8y

o0

) A9FEISNG 3 len ST 2% = G 2WF10

—liew STy e e LI Dbon SC5T) - Linew (Gl

- Authars' estimation from NSSO data,
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Years of Schooling

Table 3 shows the average years of schooling of the overall popul
well as those for non-SC/ST and SC/STs separately. In 1999-2000
average years of education of non-SC/STs were 5.12 relative to 2.64
for SC/STs. However, over time the year of schooling of SC/STs co
towards the year of schooling of non-SC/STs as the gap declined from
percentage pointsin 1999-200to 1.96 percentage pointsin 2009-10.

Table 3 Average Years of Schooling of SC/ST and Non-SC/ST and Gap from
2000 to 2009-10

Year Overall Non-SC/5T SC/ST Gap between
Non-SC/STand SC
1999.2000 436 5.12 264 248
2004-05 4.87 5.55 3:19 236
2009-10 5.25 5.89 363 1.96

Saurce: NSSO, Employment and Unemployment situation in India, NSS 557 Round 1300-00.,
found 2004.05, NSS 66" Round 2009-10

Gap of General Educational Level
The SCs and STs are mainly concentrated in Rural India are relatively
backward. The distribution of SC/STs and non-SC/STs in rural India by
level of education is presented in Table 4. About 49 per cent of rural
and 36 per cent of rural non-SC/STs were illiterate in 2004-05. Ho
over time the education attainment of SC/STs usually increased.
difference between SC/STs and non-SC/STs for the education level Li
Below Primary, Primary, Middle and Secondary decreased in 2009-
compared with 2004-05.
Table 4 Distribution of SC/STs and Non-SC/STs and their Gap by G
Education Level in Rural India, 2004-05 and 2009-10

2004-05 2008-10
Education Level SC/ST NonSC/ST  Gap* SC/ST  NonSC/ST
Notliterate 48 36 12 38 29
Literate Below Primary 19 19 0 21 20 3
Primary 15 16 2 17 17 -
Middie 10 15 4 14 15 S
Secondary 4 7 4 6 10 3
H.S. 2 4 2 3 5 2
Diploma 0 1 0 0 1 -4
Graduate 1 2 1 1 2 |
Post Graduate & Above o 0 0 0 i c
Total 100 100 100 100

Note: * Gap between Non SC/ST and SC/ST, Sources: Authaor's Calculation from NSSO
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to socio-economic backwardness the dropout of school children isthe
lous problem in SC and ST communities. The school dropout is
ariable high for the class | to X for STs as well as SCs. Even In 2001-02 the
fapout ratio of STs was 52.3 per cent for Class | to V and 81.2 per cent for
Class | to X. The corresponding dropout ratio was also high for SCs.

time there was the evidence of decline of the dropout ratio. It
ned in all sphere —across castes as well as level of education. Butthe
duction of dropout ratio was higher for SC/STs as compared with others.
a result the gap of the dropout rates between STs and all castes as well
sand all castes gradually declined (Table 5).

bles Dropout Rate of Students up to Class X during 1990-91 to 2007-08

(0.

‘en

Dropout Rates Gap or Dropout rates
All Caste ST SC ST-Al ISC-Al
LlassitoV
15990-91 42.6 62.5 49.4 19.9 6.8
1996-97 4a0.2 56.6 427 16.4 2.5
2001-02 39 523 45.2 133 6.2
2005-06 25.7 39.8 329 14.1 7.2
2006-07 25.6 331 35.9 75 103
2007-08 25,6 32.2 318 6.6 6.2
Class|toX
1990-91 713 85 77.7 13.7 6.4
1896-97 70 84.2 77.6 14.2 7.6
2001-02 66 81.2 727 15.2 6.7
2005-06 61.6 785 70.6 16.8 9
2006-07 59.9 78.1 69 18.2 9.1
i : 2007-08 56,8 76.5 68.1 19.7 113

Sources: Statistical Profile of Scheduled Tribe in India 2010

JIl. Asset Structure of SC and ST Households in India

In respect of household assets for social groups in 1991, both In rural or
urban areas, SC and ST households were much less well-off than the
‘other' households. Not only was the average value of total assets owned
by them less than half of that owned by 'other' households but also the
disparity in the assets holding was significantly more pronounced among
them thanamongthe 'other' households.
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In 2002 the average value of the assets owned by a household in 15
India was to the tune of Rs. 2.66 lakhs, this was only Rs. 1.37 lakhs &
households and Rs. 1.26 lakhs for SC households. OBC households
2.66 lakhs and households in the 'Other' groups owned assets
4.3 lakhs. The average value of assets owned by households in the &
India was Rs. 4.17 lakhs. The assets of urban ST households were we
2.41akhs but only 1.82 lakhs for SC households. The urban OBC house
had assets of Rs, 3.34 lakhs while the 'Other' groups had assets wors
5.60 lakhs. The average value of household assets showed wide disps
among social groups and SC/STs are deprived in respect of land, d.
and otherfinancial asset’.

Ingeneral, 27 per cent of the rural households were indebted while o
per cent of the urban households were indebted. The Proportios
indebted or incidence of indebtedness for ST households was 18 per =
in the rural areas and 12 per cent in the urban areas. For SC househe
this was 27 per cent in the rural areas and 19 per cent in the urban 2+
About 59 per cent of the debt of rural ST households was incurred for &
related work and 25 per cent for household expenditure. Among t
households in the urban areas, as high as 69 per cent of the debt, was
for household expenditure. Only 26 per cent of the debt of rura
households was for farm related work, while as high as 51 per cent was
household expenditure. About 76 per cent of the debt of urbas
households was for household expenditure. Only 11 per cent of the |
households in the rural areas reported institutional agencies as the so
of credit. This was only around 12 to 13 per cent for SC and &
households and 16 per cent for 'Other' households. In the urban
about 7 to 10 per cent of households reported institutional agencies a5
source of credit. About 69 per cent of the amount of debt of rusa
households was from institutional agencies. The corresponding figures
SC, OBC & 'Other' groups were 45 per cent, 51 per cent and 68 per g
while the overall institutional share in the amount of debt was 57
cent.’ The available evidence about the use of credit indicates that
significant amount of credit of ST and ST households are uses
unproductive purpose, i.e., for household expenditure. Therefore, &
faced the difficulty to repay the loan. During 2002-03 in rural as well
urban areas, the incidence of repayments against outstanding loans
the lowest among ST households. Further, except for 'Other' householes
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, and ST and ‘Other’ households in the urban areas, the

-e of repayments of loans to non-institutional agencies was higher

spared to the institutional agencies’. Due to non-repayment or low
sent of loan SC/STs are also suffered with the debt-trap. The debt
ratio (DAR), which gives the value of debt per 100 rupees of assets,
3 for rural ST households and 3.7 for rural 5C households. In urban
she debt asset ratio varied from 3.2 for ST households and 4.2 for SC

holdsin 2002-03."

ple land holding
cultivable by a household could serve as a good Indicator of the
ic status of the household, at least In the rural areas. The
pution of households of SC/ST and non-SC/ST groups by the size class

i cultivable by them Is presented in Table 6There was a
sensurate increase of both SC/ST and non-SC/ST in the per cent of
less households, The gap between $C/STs and non-SC/STs are more or
same irrespective of the size class of land during 1999-2000 to 2009-
o landlessness of SC/ST househald increased over time (form 48 per
in 1999-2000 to 52 per cent in 2008-10). It raises the question about
effectiveness of land reforms policy in India. SC/STs are more deprived
compared with non-SC/STs in respect of the ownership of cultivable
4 and there Is now sign of reduction the gap between SC/STs and non-

STs.
4e & Percentage Distribution of SC /ST and Non -SC /ST by size class of land
jvated in rural India in 1999-00, 2004-05 and 2009-10

CO)

Class 198900 1 2004-05 2009-10
tand (SC+ST) Non-  Gap (sC+5T) Non- Gap (5c+5T) Non Gap
ctare] (SC45T) (SC+5T) (SC+ST)
48 37 -11 50 40 <10 52 42 -10
51-0.40 23 22 -1 20 19 0 22 21 1
< 3 11-1.00 15 17 2 16 1B b 14 16 2
5 that t
\ used 1-2.00 9 12 3 12 3 7 11 3
fore, thel 91-4.00 P | 3 3| 4 7 3
.well as in 0 lndmov% 1 4 3 4 3 1 3 2
loans was suress: Author's Calculation from NS5S0 Data, Employment and Unemployment situation

seholdsin inddia, NSS 55" Round 1999-2000, NSS 617 Round 2004-05, NSS 66" Round 2009-10.
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V. Employment Status
The workforce participation rate (WPR) is defined, as usual, workers in
relation to total population. The male and female WPR in India for SC/57s
and Non-SC/STs separately has shown in Table 7. Itis seen that more than
half of all rural males reported themselves as workers. The male WPR foe
SC/STs was slightly higher that of non-SC/STs, in 2009-10 the former was
55.17 and the latter was 54.44, There has been no sign of decline of
WPR during the recent years. While the WPR for females are significa
lower than those of males. The female WPR declined for both the gro
To maintain the livelihood relatively more SC/ST females participated |
the work. Though, the gap between SC/ST and non-SC/ST declined

female aswell asmale.

Table 7 Worker Population Ratio of SC/ST and Non-SC/ST and their
1999-00 to 2008-10

bepezlm e lp g]s ﬁl'.';

year SC/ST NonSC/ST Gap(SC/5T~Non
Male Female | Male Female Male Fe
1999-2000 5399 3630 | 52.66 26.63 133 9.67
2004-05 55.05 3754 | 54.45 30.47 0.61 707

2008-10 55.17 29.89 | 54.44 2424 0.72 585

Sources: Author's Calculation from NSSO Data, Employment and Unemployment St
inIndia, N5S 55" Round 1900-00. NSS 61" Round 2004-05, NSS66" Round 2008-10,

In 1999-2000, for SC/ST households, there was a distinctly hi
proportion of casual labour in agriculture and relatively low share of
employment in non-agricultural or regular employment (10 per
each). The shares of self-employed and regular employed households
SC/ST were more or |ess constant during 1999 to 2010. Occupati
diversification witnessed only for casual labour households — dive
from agricultural labour to non-agricultural labour. For SC/STshes
agricultural households declined from 47 percent in 1999-2000 to 38
cent in 2009-10 and the share of non-agricultural households in
from 10 per cent to 19 per cent. The gap between non-SC/ST and
households decreased over time (Table8). That is the employment
of SC/STs witnessed a converging trend towards non-SC/STs.




'

sle 8 Percentage Distribution of Households of different Social Groups
the Status of Employment in India

Self-Employment Casual Labour
Non- Non- Regular
Caste Category | Agriculture Agriculture | Agriculture Agricultu Employment
SC/ST 23 10 a7 10 10
NonSC/ST 38 15 25 7 15
27 12 38 14 10
40 18 20 9 13
24 11 36 19 10
NonSC/ST 36 18 21 13 13
Gap{NonSC/ST—
SC/ST) 15 S 23 -2 S
Gap{NonST/ST—
SC/ST) 14 6 -19 -5 3
Gap(Non SC/ST 12 6 -15 -6 3
—5C/5T)
9.67 251 AsIn Table 7

or male SC/ST the unemployment rate (UR) increased from 8.68 per cent

1999-2000 to 10 per cent in 2009-10, while for the remaining social
oups the UR among males gradually declined during the same period.’ In
<o fernales the UR was lower for SC/STs as compared with non-SC/STs.
Bver the period the female UR has shown an increase for both SC/STs as

10.
iv his well as non-SC/STs. There is now sign of convergence of UR of SC/STs in
urve it . sspect of non-SC/STs.
per ce sble 9 Unemployment Rate of SC/STs and non-SC/STs in India, 1999-2000 to
JUS 10

SC/ST Non SC /ST | Gap (Non SC/ST -5C/ST)
= Male Female Male Female Male Female

Jto 36 pe 4509.2000 | 8.68 2.00 9.80 3.90 1.11 1.90
i increas D04-05 8.02 403 9.20 6.74 1.18 2.71
and 2009-10 100 0367 | 848 436 4152 0.69

nent staty
Sources: As in Table 7
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V. Poverty Level and Consumption Expenditure by Castes inIndia
Trend of Poverty

Poverty alleviation has been one of the guiding principles of the p!
process in India. The various dimensions of poverty relating to
education and other basic services have been progressively internali
the planning process. Special programmes have been taken up for
welfare of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), and
vulnerable groups. A number of antipoverty programmes have
launched from time to time to reduce the incidence of poverty =
country. The trend of poverty for SCand ST in comparisan withthe
poverty during the post-reform period is shown in Table 10and Table

During 1993-94 and 1999-2000 the percentage of people living
poverty line declined for all social castes in both rural and urban
whereas the decline was higher for SCs as compared with STs.
difference of percentage share of poor 5Cs from that of all decls
1999-2000 as compared with 1993-94. But that difference for STs
declined rather increased marginally (Table 10).

Table 10 Percentage of population living below poverty line in Rura
Urban India, 1993-94 &1995-2000

Rural Urban Gap in Rural| Gapin

Years ST SC  ALL | ST SC ALL | ST- SC- | ST-
ALL  ALL | ALL

1993-94 |51.94 4811 34.27[41.14 49.48 3236/ 17.7 13.8| B8
1999-00 |45.86 36.25 27.11{34,75 38.47 2365/ 188 911 | 11

Sources: Statistical Profile of Scheduled Tribe in India 2010

The incidence (1), depth (D) and severity (S) of poverty in rural and
India by social groups for 2004-05 and 2009-10is shown InTable11.
social groups, STs had the highest incidence of poverty in rural Indiz
highest percentage point decline as also percentage change in pove

also forthem. They also had the least average MPCE in 2004-05 and
10 (Rs. 446.5 and Rs. 777.3). In 2009-10 the rural population share
and SCs was 10.8 and 22.2 per cent respectively whereas their
rural poor was 15.4 per cent and 28.2 per cent. Poverty risk was hig
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&7% followed by SCs and other backward castes (OBCs). In urban India,
sverage MPCE in 2004-05 as well as in 2009-10, was the least for 5Cs (Rs.
34.2 and Rs. 1,344 8 respectively), And SCs had the highest poverty levels
lowed by STs and OBCs. In 2009-10 5Cs, STs constituted 15.1and 3.5 per
of urban population but comprised 24.5and 5.0 per cent of the urban
sor respectively. At the incidence level the percentage point decline for
was higher than that for STs, but for depth and severity the
antage point decline for STs was higher than that of SCs. In fact, thisis
#so reflected in poverty risk, which increased for STs with regard to
pcidence but decreased for depth and severity. Poverty risk alsoincreased
for incidence and depth, Whatever may be the status of incidence,

and severity of poverty for SCs and STs, their gap with 'others'
-05. The gap between 'athers’
depth

eclined in 2009-10 as compared with 2004
45Ts as well as 'others' and SCs has been declined for incidence,

2d severity of poverty in both rural and urban India (Table 12).

.:d ) mble 11 Incidence (1), Depth (D), and Severity (S) of poverty across social castes
g Ruraland Urban India in 2004-05and 2009-10
il ae ocial Rural Urban
2004-05 2009-10 2004-05 2009-10
JDE S | D S | D S | D S
355 99 38 (304 72 25

623 17 63(474 111 37
423 92 29 |406 99 34341 7.8 25

319 62 18[306 67 21|243 53 17
1 |124 25 08

535123 4
39.8 82 25
fs|27.1 53 15| 21 38 1 161 34

rce: Indiz development report 2012-13
12: The Gap between SCs (or 5Ts) and others in res

h (D), and Severity (S) of poverty
Rural

pect of Incidence (1),

Urban

2009-10 2004-05 2003-10
I D S
18 47 17

2004-05
| b S I DRERS | D S

st|352 11.748]| 264 73 27 194 65 28
ws-SC | 264 7 25| 213 54 159

245 65 24|217 53 17

« Calculated from Table 11,
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Trend of Consumption Expenditure

Table 13 shows the average consumption expenditure of the non-58
and SC/STs population. In 1999-2000, the average consums
expenditure of non-SC/STs was Rs. 526 relatively to Rs. 404 for SO/
rural India. However, over time, there was a clear trend to
divergence in average consumption expenditure of SC/STs toward
non-SC/STs counterparts as the gap increase from Rs 122 to 258 in
Indiaand from Rs. 220to Rs. 453 inurban in 2009-10.

Table- 13: Monthly per capital Consumption expenditure Gap
others to caste from 1999-0 to 2009-10

mﬁvv-w

——— i T
.

Rural Urban

SC+ST NonSC+ST Gap | SC+ST NonSC+ST
1999-2000 404 526 122 650 870 1

2004-05 450 621 171 808 1089 2
2009-10 901 1159 258 1621 2073 45

Sources: As in Table 7

VI. Canclusions

In this paper we have studied the evolution of occupation, educ
attainment, status of poverty and the level of consumption of sched
castes and scheduled tribes in comparison with other social castes §
SC/STs) in India during the post economic reform period with spe
emphasized on the last decades, The key message Is that educs
attainment rates have been converging across the two groups while
have also been switching occupations at increasing rates during
period. Moreover, inter-generational education and income mobility
of SC/STs have converged to non-SC/ST levels where as the consu
level of SC/STs have not converged to non-SC/ST level, Clearly, the last®
years of major structural changes in India have seen a sharp improve:
in the relative economic fortunes of these historically disadvantaged so

groups.
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Household Assets and Libilities in India as on 30.06 2000
India.

Household Indebtedness in India ason 30.06.2002, Govt of ins &

Household Assets Holdings, Indebtedness, Current Borrowings sne
Repayments of Social Groups in India as on 30,06.2002, Govt. of Insa

Household Barrowings and Repayments 1.7.2002 to 30.6.2003, Gowt
of India.

The unemployment rate (UR) is defined as the number of persons
unemployed per 100 personsin the labour force (which includes both
the employed and unemployed),

The Planning Commission estimates the incidence of poverty at
national and State level using household consumption expenditure
data from NSS gquinguennial Rounds on Household Consumer
Expenditure Surveys. Poverty is defined as the total per capita
expenditure of the lowest expenditure class, which consumed 2400
keal/ dayinrural.
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stomer awareness is an effective part of customer

satisfaction” :- A case study on Indian markets
Asit Kr Kar
Department of Commerce

Bstract : The main aim of marketing firm is to maximize profit through
<tomer satisfaction. So the marketing firms must understand the needs
desire of the customer, Consumer awareness is making the consumer

pware of His/Her rights.]

ting term. It means that consumers note
s, IS characteristics and the other
d promotion).Usually commercials

-4 ads increase consumer awareness, as well as "word of mouth"(a
smment from someone you know about a product or service)
Siobalisation, liberalisation and privatisation have transformed the Indian
wonomy into a vibrant, rapidly growing consumer market. As a result the
rkets are flooded with different kinds of goods and services,
pstantially effecting and changing the purchasing pattern of the
umers. The rural markets, which were earlier ignored by most of the
z international market players, are now being seen as a land of great
Wusiness opportunity. As the disposable Income of the masses Is growing,
sore and more corporate houses are entering into the rural markets with
ir new goods and products. Dueto this marketing for rural consumers is
consumer should be aware of the following:-

pnsumer awareness it a marke
are aware of products or service
ating P's (place to buy, price, an

nomic
nouth

=coming more complex,

& Bequality conscious.

= Beware of misleading advertisements.

‘& Responsibilitiestoinspecta variety of goods before makingselection.

% Collect proof of transactions.

% Consumers mustbeaware of their rights.
& Complain for genuine grievance.
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< Proper use of product or services.

Various Forms of Consumer Exploitation:

< Saleof adulterated goods.

% Sale of sub-standard goods.

<+ Salesofduplicate goods.

< Use of false weights and measures.

< Hoarding and black-marketing leading to scarcity and rise in price.

<+ Charging more thanthe MRP Rates.

< Supply of defective goods.

As codified under the Indian Laws the Consumers have the following

Rights

«* Right toSafety—to protect against hazardous goods

< Righttobe Informed—about price, quality, purity

< Right to Choose—access to a variety of goods and services
competitive prices.

% Right to be Heard—consumersinterest and welfare must be taken
of

< Right to seek Redressal—protection against unfair trade practi
settling genuine grievances.

% Right to Consumer Education.—Kowledge about goods and Is
related to consumers.

Duties

In order to secure the rights, consumers have to fulfill the fall
duties:-

< While purchasing the goods, customers should look at the guality
the products and services.

& Cansumers should form Consumer Awareness Organization which
be given representations In various committees formed by
governmentand other bodies in matters relating to consumers.

& Consumers should loak at the guarantee of product and services
purchasing. They can insist for the warrantee card of the produ
purchased.

< Consumers should preferably purchase quality marked products
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SI mark, Agmark, etc.
' Consumers should ask for cash memos/bills with item purchase.

stomer is the life-blood for every type of business, in other word we can
w Customer is the centre of every business, so customer satisfaction is
main aim of marketing firm for maximize profit. So the marketing firms
ust understand the needs and desire ness of the customer which is
tked by consumer behavior, consumer awareness, consumer
stection & the society to which the customer belong. Marketing firm
5t have a complete knowledge of customer awareness, CRM &
sumer protection for the purpose of consumer satisfaction. In present
enarioof Globalization, liberalization and privatization marketing has
sdergone a metamorphic change to cope with increased
mpetitiveness , changing needs of customers, continuous product up
dation duetochange intechnology, changing marketing pattem,

stomer awareness is very much linked with customer protection for
oiding various types of problems & hazards. Building customer
areness is an effective part of customer satisfaction. The Government
ndia promoted consumer protection movement in India in 1980s for
widing consciousness among the Indian customers . The objectives of
s consumer movement was to make Indian consumers aware of their
hts since the producers have been exploiting them under caonditions
arcity in the protected Indian economy for long. Unfortunately, many
srtisements make false promises, are highly exaggerated and give
womplete descriptions of products. The media, schools and parents
g with consumer groups need to help children develop the abllity to
jerstand the purpose of advertising. There is so much more information
lable to children that they must perceive the importance of
winguishing between different sources of information. The
ssumption patterns are changing fast and children today are very clear
their choices regarding food, clothing, cosmetics or accessories,
snts are increasingly permitting their children to take decisions when
poping. It then becomes very important for children to check details (for
mple, labels) before buying products. Children can be taught to shop
sely and a few simple precautions will ensure that they choose the right
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product at the right price. It is but natural that parents wish the &
their children, and strive hard to fulfill their demands. But this is not
a good idea as it affects both the parents and children in a negative
thelongrun.

Consumer education also involves environmental education as
with the importance of conserving (natural resources) and suss
(recycling and reusing) the environment, including the direct
effects of environmental pollution and toxic products on consumers

Schools must incorporate consumer education into school curriculs
important to impart the practical skills and critical ability needed to o
with social and economic changes.

Anyone who consumes goods is a consumer. Consumers get exploi:
the market. They respond to advertisements and buy goods. Ge:
advertisements do not give all the information that a consumer
know or wantsto know about a product.

In the present situation, consumer protection, though as old as cons
exploitation, has assumed greater importance and relevance. Now
are laws and policies which focus on consumer protection and wes
Special emphasis is being given to consumer education so that pes
become aware about their rights and responsibllities as consumers
how to redress their grievances. In India various Acts intended to peg
the consumers directly or indirectly against different forms of exploitas

were enacted from time to time. However, except for the Monopoliss :‘r:
Restrictive Trade Practices (MRTP) Act, 1969, all the other Acts 2) Sz
mainly punitive and preventive in nature. In spite of these Acts e
consumers did not have any effective mechanism or institutis Ce
arrangements for the speedy red resale of their grievances and also .
lack of effective popular movement isolated the consumer and his g 5) Ce
only increased. Seeing the pressure mounting from various consu SE
protection groups and the consumers themselves the Parliament enac Co
the Consumer Protection Act in 1986. 2
Definition: zu
Customer awareness may be defined as process of building custe pr
right & consciousness about the product & service quality, safety, chow ab
information & other features when consumer buy any types of produc: Wi

services. The understanding by an individual of their rights as a cons
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erning available product wants and services being marketed and sold.
concept involves four categories including safety, choice, information,
4 the right to be heard. The first declaration of consumer rights was
=tablished in the US in 1962. Consumer activist Ralph Nader Is referred to
the father of the consumer movement. Customer awareness is based on
2 following things which is discussed in below

I} Awareness Product Information

Consumers can benefit from information about products that comes
from Sources outside the company that makes them. Consumer-
review websites, such as Consumer World, provide price and feature
comparisons of products and Information on shopping. Examples
include 2 comparison of the dependability of different cars on the
market or opinions about the best companiesina specific category.

) Better understanding about product features & other contents of
product

Government agencies and consumer groups often begin consumer-
awareness Campaigns to help people understand new products in the
marketplace. Examples of this include the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) giving consumers information on food product
labels and the 2009 conversion from analog to digital television.

Consumer-rights awareness helps people know what they can expect
from companies that supply them with products and services.

Fraud Warnings

Consumer warnings are a part of consumer awareness. Knowing about
fraud alerts, identity scams and deceptive practices by retailers can
- help protect consumers when making purchases.

) Safety

Consumer awareness can increase safety and even save lives. The US.
Consumer Product Safety Commission is a resource for information an
safety of products, including recalls of equipment and safety warnings
Consumer Protection Law

importance of Consumer Awareness:

Consumer awareness refers to a buyer's knowledge of a particular
product or company, allows the buyer to get the most from what he
buys. Consumers know more about their choices when they have
product information and benefit from knowing their rights, hearing
about alerts and warnings and finding out about safety issues.

We need it so we will not be misled by producers it explains if what we
buy is worth to our money and not harmfulto usand to environment.
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Many people are ignorant of their rights to get protected against
exploitation by so many others. So when there is a forum for
redress of grievances there seems to be no such exploitation by
and becomes a rare one. So in order to get a clear picture of the leve:
exploitation of consumers, the awareness is required.

The necessity of adopting measures to protect the Interest
consumers arises mainly due to the helpless position of the consu

Therefore, consumer should be aware of the following:-
“» Bequality conscious.
<+ Beware of misleading advertisements.
< Responsibilities to inspect a variety of goods before ma
selection.
< Collect proof of transactions.
< Consumers must be aware of their rights.
4 Complainforgenuine grievance.
< Proper use of product or services.
Rights And Duties Of Consumers:
As codified under the Indian Laws the Consumers have the following
Rights
«* Right to Safety—to protect against hazardous goods
% Rightto be Informed—about price, quality, purity
% Right to Choose—access to a variety of goods and services
competitive prices.
Right to be Heard—consumers interest and welfare must be taken
of
Right to seek Redress—protection against unfair trade practices
settlinggenuine grievances.

Right to Consumer Education. —Knowledge about goods and
related to consumers,

Duties

In order to secure the rights, consumers have to fulfill the foll
duties:-

-
L4

-
"o
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: While purchasing the goods, customers should look at the quality of the
sroducts and services.

- Consumers should form Consumer Awareness Organization which can
be given representations in various committees formed by the
government and other bodies in matters relating to consumers.

sumer Protection Measures:

Lok Adalat

public Redress Forum and Consumer Protection Councils.
Awareness Programs.

P Consumer Organization.

Consumer Welfare Fund.

Protection Measures implem ented per Quarter

PRNDArs of Meanires
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\care
Lesgislative Measures:

# Drugs Control Act 1950.

» Agricultural Product Act1951.

= Industries Act 1951.

% Prevention of Food Adulteration Act 1955.

% EssentialsCommodity Act 1955.

& Standardsof Weights and Measures Act 1956.

% Manopolies and Restrictive Trade Practice Act 1969
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& Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of Essential Supg
Act 1980.
< Bureauof Indian Standards Act 1986.

Administrative Measures:
Apart from ensuring food security to the poor , as a part of
administrative measures , PDS ( Public distribution System) has bes
astablished to prevent over— changing by trades, hoardings and bias
marketing.
The PDS has two price structures, one for familles living below pove
line while the other for familles living above poverty line. In this
people living below poverty line are given food grains at much lo
pricesthan other through fair price shops.

Technical Measures:
In order to protect the consumers from the lack of purity and &¢
quality of goods, the government has setup institutions for setting ®
standard for making various products. These standards are enforces
three institutions, namely:

& The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is responsible for industries
consumer goods.

< Agmarkis meant for setting a standard for agricultural products.

& At International level, the 1SO, i.e, International Organization =
standardization Is a non- governmental organization which prove
certificates to companies, goods and institutions indicating a spec
level of standard.

Consumer Protection Act 1986

[Act No. 68 of Year 1986, dated 24th. December, 1986

Consumer Protection Act came into
force from 1 july 1987. The main
objective of this act is to provide
better and all round protection to
consumer and effective safeguards
against different types of
exploitation such as defective
goods, deficit services, and unfair
trade practices. An Act to provide




g

for better protection of the interests of consumers and for that purpose to
make provision for the establishment of consumer councils and other
authorities for the settlement of consumers’ disputes and for matters

connected therewith.

Salient Features of This Act:

% ThisAct may be called the Consumer Protection Act, 1986.

& |textendstothe whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

% |tshall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by
notification, appoint and different dates may be appointed for different
States and for different provisions of this Act.

& Save as otherwise expressly provided by the Central Government by
notifications, this Act shall apply toall goods and services,

< It applies to all goods, services and unfair trade practices unless

specifically exempted by the Central.

% |tcoversallsectors.
+ Itprovidesastatutory recognitionto the six rights of consumer.

% Level of Awareness Among Consumers

% Insistence on Cash Memo
‘& When a purchase is made or a service availed it is important for the
consumer to take a proper cash memo or a receipt as a proof of the

transaction made and also
for future need. The cash
memo is an important
document if one has to file
a complaint. It is obligatory
on the part of the consumer
to take a proper cash memo
and it is also the duty of the
shopkeeper or the service
provider to give a cash

memo. Moreover, not
taking a cash memo amounts to a loss to the public exchegquer in terms

of taxes. However, in general it has been observed that unless the cost
of transaction is very high the consumer does not bother to take a cash
memoand this situation Is more prevalentin the rural areas.




& Information about the Product at the Time of Purchase

%+ Consumer Buying Process
@ In the rural areas a large number of products which are sold are of

inferior quality. The shop keepers generally tend to cheat the = An
consumers In terms of price and contents of the products. The The
government has made it mandatory for the producers to give of tl
information about the contents of the product on the label as well as of !

indicate the MRP of the product. It is also mandatory to mention the
date of manufacture and the date of
expiry on packed items. During the survey
it was found that not many of the rural
consumers bothered to know about the
contents, the expiry date and other
relevant information. However, they were
conscious about the price of the product
and most of them sought information
aboutit.

<& Awareness about MRP (Maximum Retail Price)

% Almost all the packed commodities have MRP printed on it. The
awareness about the MRP is gradually increasing. Urban customers
lack awareness of Maximum Retail Price (MRP) of
food, grocery, toilet, cosmetics and other FMCG
products when going to purchase them at the kirana
shops or any of the mallsin their area, says a survey.

The urban customers randomly cross check the
prices and if there are some variations in the MRP,
they tend to buy from another shop or outlet.
However, it found that In the rural areas, most of the population
continue to resort to bargaining with the shopkeeper and it was felt
that this practice will continue until theirincome levels alsogo up.

< Awarenessabout Standard Marks and Labels

& Standard mark is a mark or symbol given to a product, which meets
cartain standards with respect to the quality in terms of material used,
methods of manufacturing, labeling, packaging and performance.
Standardization of products is one of the best ways of protecting the
consumers. The BIS and other organizations are working on this and
have come up with various standard markings to ensure quality ang
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purity of the products so that the consumer gets value for money and is
not cheated. During the survey it was felt that the awareness level
about such markings should be enquired about.

& Awareness about ISImark (Indian Standards Institute)

The Bureau of Indian Standards, empowered through a legislative Act
of the Indian Parliament, known as the Bureau

of Indian Standards Act, 1986, operates a APPROVED BY :
product certification <cheme, and has till date
granted more than 30,000 licenses to
manufacturers covering practically every l
industrial discipline from Agriculture to

Textiles to Electronics. The certification allows

the licensees to use the popular 1SI Mark,

which has become synonymous with quality products for the Indian
and neighbouring markets over the past 50 years.

& Awareness about AGMARK (AGricultural MARKeting)

& AGMARK Grading and standardization is a Central Sector Scheme with
the objective of promotion of grading and standardization of agricultural
and allied commodities under Agricultural Produce (Grading & Marking)
Act, 1937. Quality standards for agricultural commodities are framed

‘based on their Intrinsic quality. Food safety

factors are being incorporated in the
standards to compete in World trade.
Standards are being harmonized with
international standards keeping in view the
WTO requirements. Certification of
sgricultural commodities is carried out for
the benefit of producer/manufacturer and
nsumer. Certification of adulteration
ne commodities viz. Butter, Ghee,

getable Olls, Ground-Spices, Honey and
heat Atta etc. is very popular, Blended Edible Vegetable Oils and Fat
oread are compulsorily required to be certified under Agmark. facilities
testing and grading of cotton for the benefit of cotton growers =
ided through six cotton classing centers set up in cotton growing bes
the country. Checkis kepton the quality of certified products throue® =
ratoriesand 43 offices spread all over the country.




& Awareness about FPO (Fruits Product Order)
< FPO mark can be seen on the container or packages of processed food

or agricultural produces like jam, |elly,

sauce, fruit juice, pickles etc. Many of

these processed food or agricultural

produce are not much in use in the rural
areas. |t may be used occasionally but the
rural consumers prefer to use the local
brands which certainly do not carry these
markings. A few local brands of sauce were visible in various shops
during the survey but it was not an issue of importance to them. Eves
though itisimportant that the consumers use quality products but 98.8
percent of the respondents were notaware about the FPO mark.

< Awareness about Hallmark
< The gold consumption in India is increasing day by day, Therefore the
jewelers are also mushrooming. On the customer's point of view, there =
no standardization of pricesin jewelery. The other problem is that making
charges varies depend upon the jewellery shop. Even if the jewellery
owners claimtha
< t their jewellery contain different carats, people have no knowleags
how to check the carat of the jewellery, where it can be checked, etc.
jewelers claim of Hall mark/ BIS standard/ 912

etc. it is very difficult to identify the purity of

gold. Anybody can forge hallmark/912 mark g
on the jewellery. Today getting good

jewellery/ gold at a fair price becomes

Herculean task for the customers. On the

other hand, if we want to sell our gold

ornaments, they look very suspiciously about the purity of gold. When
buy gold from a jeweller's shop.

% Awareness about BEE (Bureau of Energy Efficiency)
< The BEE Star Energy Efficiency Labels have been created to stan
the energy efficiency ratings of different electrical appliances and |
energy consumption under standard test conditions. These labels |
the energy efficiency levels through the number of Stars highlig
colour on the label, The BEE Star Labels include a Star Rating System
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ranges from One Star (least energy efficient, thus EREY IS

least money saved) to Five Stars (most energy

sfficient, thus most money saved). It is a recent ===

phenomenon and is found on electrical

sppliances like bulbs, refrigerators and air C&NSERVE 1T
nditioners. Since it relates to electrical

sopliances itis expected that the level of awareness will be low.

< Awareness about Grievances Redress Mechanism

The Consumer Protection Act, 1986 provides for a three-tiet
mechanism at the district, state and the National
levels to redress the grievances of the consumers.
Consumers can file a complaint which is to be
disposed of within a specified time frrmework. The
procedure is based on summary trial and principles
of natural justice. Many of the respondents did not
know about the redressal mechanism. Even those
who knew about the Act were to a large extent
unaware about the main provisions of the Act.

Awareness about “Jago Grahak Jago”

% Jago GrahakJagoisa popular advertisement issued by the
of Consumer Affairs, which intents to inform, educate and protect
consumers. With the focus on empowering consumess,
government has been implementing an innovative and
multimedia campaign, "Jago Grahak Jago (Wake up C©
create consumer awareness in the country.

Realizing the need for empowering consumers, the Eowermsmess
approved a scheme of Rs 408 crore during the 11th fyeyes
the awareness campaign aimed at helping the smegsses
consumers who irrespective of age, socio-economic Cass
empowered enough to make free, fair and
informed chaices of products or services. Under
its "Jago Grahak Jago" initiative, the department
has tried to reach consumers through print
advertisements in national as well as regional
newspapers, TV spots in Doordarshan and
private channels, audio spots in All India Radio
and private FM channels,
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